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PROCEEDINGS 

C)I-    THl!: 

RHODE  ISLAND  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 

1886-87. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Society  held  January  26,  1886,  Charles 
W.  Parsons,  ^1.  D.,  read  a  paper*  on  "Town  Names  in  Rhode 
Island,"  and  Mr.  Edward  Field,  2d,  read  a  paper  on  "The  For- 
tifications in  and  around  Providence." 

At  a  meeting  held  February  9,  1886,  the  Rev.  William  F.  B. 
Jackson,  read  a  paper  on   "The  Trial  of  Anne  Hutchinson." 

At  a  meeting  held  P^ehruary  23,  1886,  Professor  William 
Matthews  of  Boston,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Battle  of 
Waterloo." 

At  a  meeting  held  March  9,  1886,  Mr.  James  Burdick,  read 
a  paper  entitled   "Reminiscences  of  a  California  Forty-Niner." 

At  a  meeting  held  xMarch  23,  1886,  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root, 
read  a  sketcii  on  "The  Family  Life  and  [)ublic  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner ;"  and  the  Hon.  Charles  H.  Denison,  read 
a  paper  on  the   "History  and   Roman(;e  of  the  South   County." 

At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  April  6,  1886,  the  secretary 
announced    the    death    on   the  10th  of   March,  1886,    of  Mr. 


•The  paper  is  printed  in  this  volume. 
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John  B.  Moreau,  a  member  of  the  Bradford  Club,  to  whom  the 
Society  is  indebted  for  gifts  ;  and  also  announced  the  completion 
of  the  appendices  of  the  Rhode  Island  Cincinnati  Register.  A 
portrait  of  Joseph  Olney,  the  keeper  of  the  Olney-Street  Tavern 
in  1768,  was  exhibited.  The  librarian  reported  that  108  vol- 
umes, 1,117  pamphlets  and  175  miscellaneous  articles  had  been 
received  during  the  quarter.  Hon.  Ellery  H.  Wilson  of  East 
Providence,  Mr.  George  E.  Noyes  of  Providence  and  Mr.  Sam- 
uel Norris,  jr.,  of  Bristol,  were  elected  resident  members;  Mr. 
Ebenezer  W.  Peirce  of  Freetown,  Mass.,  was  elected  a  corres- 
ponding member;  and  Hon.  J.  Hammond  Trumbull  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  was  elected  an  honorary  member. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  has  received  with  great 
pleasure  the  announcement  of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Stevens,  of  London, 
to  publish  a  copy  of  documents,  collected  by  him  in  European  capitals,  and  rela- 
ting to  the  history  of  those  eventful  years  in  which  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  was  secured.  Of  unquestionable  authenticity  and  drawn  from  archives  not 
easily  open  to  the  student,  and  procured  by  a  considerable  outlay  of  labor  and 
money,  these  documents  ought,  in  our  opinion,  to  become  the  property  of  that 
government  whose  foundation  they  illustrate. 

Resolved,  That  we  agree  with  other  Historical  Societies  in  regarding  this  enter- 
prise as  eminently  deserving  the  aid  of  the  government  of  the  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to  the  senators  and 
representatives  of  Rhode  Island  in  Congress,  with  the  request  that  they  use  their 
influence,  as  they  may  have  opportunitv,  in  behalf  of  the  purpose  of  these  resolu- 
tions. 

The  thanks  of  the  Society  were  offered  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Henry 
A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  for  the  gift  of  a  photographic 
copy  of  a  sermon  by  the  Rev.  Ezekiel  Carre,  minister  of  the 
French  Colony  in  Nai'ragansett  in  1689,  and  of  an  anonymous 
manuscript  sermon  in  French  and  dated  1715.  Attention  was 
called  to  a  cane  made  from  the  timber  of  the  Confederate  ram 
Merrimac,  presented  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bigelow  Updike.  The 
Rev.  J.  P.  Root  read  a  second  paper  on  "The  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner."   Mr.  John  A.  Howland  addressed  the 
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Society,  givinsj  an  account  ot"  the  dates;  «)t  the  action  taken  by 
the  General  Court  of  Massachusetts  in  the  banishment  of"  Roger 
Williams,  and  he  was  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the  sub- 
stance of  his  remarks.* 

At  a  meeting  held  April  20,  1^«(),  the  Kev.  W.  K.  Bagnail 
of  Wilbraham,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Textile  Industries 
of  our  Country  prior  to  ISOO." 

At  the  (luarterly  meeting  held  July  H,  I.SJSO.  the  iibiarian  re- 
ported that  there  had  been  received  Db  volumes,  311  pamphlets 
and  47  miscellaneous  articles  ;  including  a  MS.  copy  of  the  first 
census  of  Providence  taken  by  the  General  government  in  1790. 
and  a  quantity  of  t)riginal  papers  relating  to  the  Fenner  family, 
I)resented  bv  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pardon  F.  Brown  of  Manton.  Messrs. 
Amos  C.  Barstow,  jr.,  and  Alexander  Walford  of  Providence, 
were  elected  resident  members.  A  communication  was  received 
from  Hon.  Elisha  Dyer,  urging  that  steps  be  taken  toward  the 
preparation  of  a  map  of  the  State  showing  Indian  places  and 
names :  and  Messrs.  Henry  J.  Steere.  Henry  T.  Beckwith. 
Richmond  P.  Everett  and  Barnabas  B.  Hanunond  were  appointed 
a  connnittee  to  take  such  action  as  they  deem  advisable  in  the 
matter.  Messrs.  Amos  Perry  and  Henry  T.  Beckwith  reported 
that  they  attended  the  dedication  of  the  (toII  Memorial  Town 
Hall  in  Rehoboth.  on  the  10th  of  May  last,  as  delegates  of  the 
Society.  The  President  announced  the  death  of  Messrs.  »Iohn 
R.  Bartlett,  PMward  C  Mauran,  Thomas  A.  Doyle  and  Sauuuil 
H.  Wales,  members  of  the  Society.  The  Rev.  Crawford  Night- 
ingale read  a  paper  on  "The  Influence  of  the  Family  in  Town 
History.'"  The  President  read  a  j)aper  prepared  by  Mr.  John  (). 
Austin,  entitled,  "Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study  :"  and 
also  gave  an  account  of  the  opening  of  the  gi-ave  of  ^^'illian^ 
Blackstone  at  Study  Hill,  in  Cumberland,  on  the  6th  of  May 
last. 

*The  paper,  subsequently  prepared   l)s   Mr.  I  low  land,  is  printcfl  in  this  volume. 
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At  the  quarterly  meeting  held  October  5,  188fi,  the  Rev.  H. 
Usher  Monro  and  Messrs.  Howard  O.  Sturges,  Edward  M.  Dart, 
Raymond  G.  Mowry  and  Charles  R.  Earle  of  Providence,  and 
Mark  H.  Wood  of  Barrington,  were  elected  i-esident  members  ; 
and  John  R.  Bartlett,  Commander  U.  S.  N.,  was  elected  a  cor- 
responding member.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Parsons,  it  was  voted 
that  the  Society  recommends  as  wortliy  of  publication  by  State 
aid  the  Alphabetical  and  Chronological  Lists  of  Births,  Marri- 
ages and  Deaths  recorded  in  the  several  towns  of  this  State  from 
1636  to  1850,  now  nearly  completed  by  Mr.  James  N.  Arnold. 
Mr.  Mark  H.  Wood  was  added  to  the  committee  on  Indian 
Places  and  Xames.  Charles  W.  Parsons.  M.  D.,  read  a  paper 
on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  Thomas  Willet,  the  first  Mayor 
of  New  York  city." 

At  a  meeting  held  November  2,  1886,  the  President  read  a 
paper*  on  "The  Life  and  Services  of  John  Russell  Bartlett.'' 

At  a  meeting  held  November  16,  1886,  Hon.  John  Winslow 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Trial  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Judges  : — An  Episode  touching  Currency  and  Constitu- 
tional Law.'" 

At  a  meeting  held  November  30,  1  886,  Hon.  Jolin  D.  Wash- 
burn of  Worcester,  Mass.,  read  a  paper  on  "The  Unpublished 
Auto-biography  of  President  Increase  Mather,  reviewed  in  the 
Light  of  the  recent  Commemoration  at  Harvard  University." 

At  a  meeting  held  December  14,  1886,  Mr.  Claudius  B.  Farns- 
worth  read  a  paper  on  "The  Legislation  of  the  Roman  Eni[)e- 
rors  respecting  the  Church." 

The  sixty-fifth  annual  meeting  was  held  January  11,  1887. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  Vice-President,  in  the  chair. 

The  President  was  authorized  to  sign  a  memorial  to  Congress 
in  favor  of  the  publication  of  the  historical  collections  of  Mr.  B. 
F.  Stevens.  Messrs.  Reuben  A.  Guild,  Stephen  F.  Peckham. 
Howard  W.  Preston,  Walter  A.  Peck,  William  H.  Wood,  Ar- 


*The  paper  has  been   printed  and  distributed  among  the  members. 
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rhur  Ainoi-\- ( iimmu'll'  ami  William  II.  H()[)kins.  :^tl,  of"  I*rc)vi- 
(Ifucc.  were  elected  resideiif  iiienilxMs  :  and  fhc  Rev.  Eaton  W. 
Maxe\  ot'  TioN  .  \.  v..  Hon.  .lolin  \\  iiislow  of  JMooklvn.  N. 
v.,  and  .Major  (i.  .\  .  i»aike>  of  London.  Mn^land.  were  electi-d 
correspond  inii'  men  liters. 

Repoits  were  |iresent<'d  l)V  the  Iriasiirer.  the  Committee  on 
Hnildinu  and  ( ii-onnds.  the  C'onnnittee  on  Pnhlieations,  the  ( 'om- 
mittee  on  the  Liluarx  ,  and  Messrs.  Porter  and  .Arnold  ot'  the 
Procnrators. 

The  annual  addres>  of  the  Piesident  was  jiresi-nted  (he  heinu' 
detaine(l  from  the  meetinii'  hy  illness),  and  the  same,  and  the  re- 
|)orts  of  oftieers  and  eonnnittees  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on    Pulilii'ations. 

It  was  \()ted  that  a  tax  (»f  three  dollars  be  assessed  on  each 
resi<lent  memher.  to  defra\'  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

It  was  vttted  that  the  Connnittee  on  Publications  be  author- 
ized to  print  fi\c  hundred  co|)ies  of  the  proceedinj^s,  to  include 
the  pajK-r  bv  .Mr.  Howland  on  the  date  of  banishuK'nt  of  Hoj^'er 
AN  illiams,  and  the  |)apei"  bv  Dr.  Pai'sons  on  Rhode  Island  Town 
Names,  and  an\  others  the  committee  shall  select,  provided  the 
whole  expense  do  not  e\cee(l  one  hnudrecl  and  s<'ventv-Hve 
dollars. 

The  otficer>  ot'tlie  .*societ\-  tor  the  ensuing'  year  were  elected. 
The  names  of  the  officers  are  pi'inted   elsewhei-e  in  this  \olinne. 

*lieceaseil. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT. 


Qentletnen   of  the   Historical   >Socieff/: 

As  we  assemble  in  this  our  sixtv-fiftli  auiuial  meeting,  I  am 
liappy  to  congratulate  you  on  the  general  prosperity  of  the  So- 
ciety and  on  the  progress  of  the  work  in  wliich  it  has  so  long 
been  engaged.  AVe  liave  received  (lurin<>- tht'  vear  that  has  closed, 
from  various  sources,  a  considerable  variety  of  books,  pam[)hlets 
and  other  articles  of  historical  interest,  that  may  illustrate  the 
habits  of  life,  the  social  condition,  the  types  of  individual  char- 
acter, as  well  as  the  methods  of  business  and  the  j)ublic  trans- 
actions of  our  own  and  of  former  generations.  Many  of  these 
are  in  the  form  of  local  histories  and  jjcrsonal  biograj)hie8  and 
many  others  are  the  fruits  of  antlijuarian  or  genealogical  re- 
search, while  others  still  are  the  records  of  passing  events  or  the 
published  journals  of  societies  kindred  to  our  own.  The  whole 
number  of  the  articles  thus  received  during  the  year  1886,  is 
2,483,  of  which  390  are  bound  volumes,  1,803  are  pamphlets 
not  bound,  and  290  are  miscelhineoiis  articles  not  classified. 

The  work  of  classifvino",  arranoino-  and  cataloiiuinff  the  arti- 
cles  of  every  kind  belonging  to  the  Society,  which  was  begim 
several  years  ago,  has  been  diligently  prosecuted  by  the  librarian 
and  his  assistant.  Nearly  all  now  in  our  possession  are  readily 
accessible  to  those  wiio  may  desire  to  consult  or  inspect  them  for 
historical  purposes.  By  removing  certain  classes  of  books  from 
the  shelves  in  the  south  gallery  of  the  Cabinet  building  and  pla- 
cing them  on  the  floor,  and  by  the  addition  of  new  shelves  in 
every  vacant  space  on  the  walls,  we  have  been  able  to  provide 
for  the  arrangement  of  all  the  volumes  and  pamphlets  which  we 
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MOW  j)(>ssess.  The  overcrowded  and  iiiisiiihtly  ctmditioii  utOiir 
Cabinet  building',  howcxcr,  still  ajtiuMls  in  \:iin  loi-  tlie  enlar^^e- 
iiient  wliicli  it  greatly  nei'ds  and  ouulit  to  receive. 

Since  our  ln!<t  annual  meeting  nine  of  the  resident  nienibei"s 
of'  the  Societv  ha\e  been  removed  bv  death.  Their  names  are 
as  follows  : 

William  Jones  Miller.  Edward  Carrington  Mauran,  Henry 
Lewis  Fail-brother,  (xeorge  Lyman  Clatlin.  -fohn  Russell  Hart- 
lett.  'riionias  Arthur  Doyle.  Sanuu'l  Ila/aid  Wales,  Daniel 
Howland  Greene,  Daniel  \A'anton  Lyman.  Brief  obituary  no- 
tices of  these  our  deceased  associates  will  be  printed  with  the 
annual  jtroeeedings  of  the  Society. 

The  (juarterly  meetings  of  the  Society  for  business  and  for  tlie 
(•onsideration  of  special  topics  in  local  history  and  in  other  similar 
branches  of  inquiry,  have  been  well  attended  and  have  awakened 
nioicthan  usual  interest.  Much  useful  and  suggestive  information 
has  been  thus  ])resented  relating  to  conspicuous  persons  and 
families  and  to  dates  or  events  which  have  been  subjects  ot  dis- 
cussion or  in(]uiry.  I  think  it  very  desirable  that  our  members, 
as  generally  as  possible,  should  prepare  themselves  to  bring  to 
these  quarterly  meetings  such  well-ascertained  tacts  relating  to 
local  history  as  may  come  to  their  knowledge,  such  (juestions 
as  may  occur  to  them  concerning  it  and  sucli  views  as  they  may 
have  fftrmed  pertaining  to  the  interests  and  work  of  the  S(,)ciety. 
It  is  in  these  meetiniis,  also,  that  the  fruits  of  all  individual 
studies  and  inquiries  should  be  bi'ought  together  and  made  the 
couunon  possession  of  all  who  attend  them.  During  the  past 
vear  I  am  happv  to  think  that  some  worthy  work  of  this  kind 
has  been  done. 

( )ur   |)ublic   ffatherings   everv  two   weeks   during  the    wintei- 
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months,  which  are  o[)en  to  all  who  may  choose  to  attend,  ha\'e 
also  been  well  sustained.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  subjects 
and  of  the  authors  of  the  several  papers  wiiich  have  been  read  on 
these  occasions,  and  also  at  the  (juarterly  meetings  during  the 
vear  : 
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I.  January  26 — "'Town  Names  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  Dr. 
Charles  W.  Parsons,  and  "The  Fortifications  In  and  Around 
Providence,"  by  Mr.  Edward  Field. 

II.  February  9 — "The  Trial  of  Anne  Hutciiinson."  by  the 
Kev.  William  F.  B.  Jackson. 

III.  February  23 — "The  Battle  of  Waterloo."  with  illustra- 
tions, bv  Professor  William  Matthews.   . 

IV.  March  9 — "Reminiscences  of  Califoi-nia  in  1S49,"  by 
Mr.  James  Burdick. 

y.  March  23 — "A  Sketch  of  the  Pul)lic  Services  of  Cap- 
tain Arthur  Fenner,  of  Colonial  Times,"  by  the  Rev.  .James  P. 
Root,  and  "The  History  and  Romance  of  the  South  ( 'ounty,'' 
by  Mr.  Charles  H.   Denison. 

VI.  April  (i — At  a  ((uarterly  meeting.  "  Phe  Home  Life  of 
Captain  Arthur  Fenner."  by  the  Rev.  James  P.  Root;  "The 
Date  of  the  Banishment  of  Roger  Williams."  by  Mr.  John  A. 
Howland  ;  a  conununication  from  F^rofessor  Asa  Bird  (nii-diner 
on  the  "Completion  of  the  Register  of  tlie  Rhode  Island  Society 
of  Cincinnati,"  read  by  Mr.  Amos  Perry. 

VII.  April  20 — "The  Textile  Industries  of  Our  Country 
Prior  to  1800,"  by  the  Rev.  W.  R.  Bagnall. 

VIII.  July  6 — At  a  quarterly  meeting.  "Indian  Names  and 
Localities,'*  by  ex-Governor  Elisha  Dyer;  "A  Brief  Sketch  of 
the  Nightingale  Family  in  Rhode  Island,"  by  the  Rev.  Crawford 
Nightingale  :  "An  Account  of  the  ()j)ening  of  the  Grave  of  the 
Rev.  William  Blackstone,  with  Some  Memoranda  of  His  Life," 
by  the  President  of  the  Society;  "Dedication  of  the  Goff  Me- 
morial Town  Hall,  in  Rehoboth,"  by  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Perry  : 
"Some  Phases  of  Genealogical  Study,"  by  Mr.  John  O.  Austin. . 

IX.  October  5 — At  a  (juarterly  meeting,  "The  Life  and 
Public  Services  of  Thomas  Willett,  First  Mayor  of  New  York," 
by  Dr.  Charles  W.  Parsons;  "What  are  the  Willett  Papers 
and  Where  was  the  Home  of  Miantonomi  ?"  by  Miss  Esther 
Bernon  Carpenter,  read  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Societv. 

X.  November  2-=— "The  Life  and  Ser^'ices  of  the  Late  Hon. 
John  Russell  Barth'tt."  bv  the  President  of  the  Societv, 
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XI.  \()\ ciiiKi'i-  1  <! — ••'riic  Tiial  of  tlic  KMiodc  Isliind  Jii(lt;(',s. 
An  Ej)it<(»(l('  Toiicirmu-  ('nrrcncx  and  Const itiitioiial  Ij.mw,"  I>\ 
the  Hon.  JdIui  \\  inslow. 

XII.  Novcniher  'M) — "The  Iniinhlislu'd  Autol)i()gia[)h\  ot 
President  Increase  Mather,  of  IIai\ard  Colleo-e."  liv  the  Hon. 
.John  I).  Washburnc. 

XHI.  Deeeniher  14 — ••  The  Leuishition  of  tlie  Uoniun  Kni- 
[)erors  Respecting  the  C^hurcli.""  by  Mr.  Clandins  B.  Farnsworth. 

Xn'.  December  2S — "Sii-  Heni-y  S.  Maine  on  tlie  Pros- 
pects of    Poj)nhir   (ro\('rnnient.'"  bv  Professor    \\.    B.  Anih'cws. 

( )f  tlie  j)a[)ers  thns  enumerated,  eiiihteen  were  |)repared  b\ 
resident  members  of  the  Society  and  the  other  fixe  were  contribu- 
ted bv  gentlemen  from  abroad,  wlio  have  oreatlv  obli<red  its  b\ 
the  useful  and  kindly  servic(\s  Avhich  they  lin\-c  rendered  us. 

In  this  connection  I  may  remark  that  a  member  of  the  Socict\ 
has  recently  examined  its  i-ecords  from  the  l)egimiing  of  its  ex- 
istence, sixty-five  years  ago.  and  has  phiced  in  my  hands  a  care- 
tully  prepared  list  of  the  pa])ers  Avhich  ha\('  I>een  read  at  its 
meetings,  l)oth  pubHc  and  |)ri\ate.  with  tlie  names  of  their  au- 
thors. The  paj)ers  are  two  hunibcd  and  fift\-  in  lunnber  and  tlie 
authors  are  one  hundred  and  sixteen.  This  C'abinet  buildinji;  was 
erected  and  opened  with  public  exercises  in  1S44.  ;ind  in  1S4(!. 
in  addition  to  conuuunications  made  at  meetings  of  the  Socii't\  . 
it  was  decided  to  have  an  animal  address  delivered  e\ei"\  winter 
l)y  some  member  apj)ointed  for  the  |»ur[»ose,  in  one  of  the  churches 
of  Pro^idenee.  at  which  the  meml)eis  of  both  houses  of  the  (ieii- 
eral  As8end)ly  should  be  in\ited  to  attend.  Indeed  two  of  them. 
T  think,  were  deli\fre(l  in  the  iiepicsentatixcs"  C^hambei-  of  the 
State  house.  These  occasions,  as  many  of  us  remendiei'.  awak- 
ened a  great  deal  of  interest.  The  discourses  w  liicli  marked  them 
rank  high  among  the  Ix'st  literary  productions  ot'  the  State.  (  )ih' 
of  them  I  recall  with  s])eci;d  satisfaction  and  |)ride  as  prei'mi- 
nent  oxer  all  the  others.  It  \\as  delixcicd  1)\  ( 'hief  .lustiee 
.Job  Durfee  in  the  First  C'ongregational  ('hurch.  in  the  presence 
of  the  (renei'al  Asseml)lv  of  the  State,  on  fhe  evening  of  Janu- 
ary  13,   1M47.  just  forty  years  ago.      The  subject  was  the  KIukK' 
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Island  Idea  of  (Tovernment.  It  had  undoubtedly  been  sug- 
gested by  the  distractions  which  the  State  had  passed  through  a 
few  years  before,  and  wliich  the  Chief  Justice  had  watched  with 
the  utmost  anxiety  and  sorrow.  He  was  then  in  the  meridian  of 
his  rare  and  \  aried  powers,  and  the  theme  inspired  him,  perhaps, 
to  the  noblest  effort  of  his  life.  He  stood  forth  as  the  champion 
of  the  injured  and  afflicted  State  in  a  discourse  which  combined 
the  soundest  political  philosophy  with  a  glowing  eloquence  that 
captivated  all  wlio  listened  to  it.  Never  has  a  grander  discoui'se 
on  any  kindred  tlicuie  l)een  delivered  to  an  assembly  of  Rhode 
Island  people. 

The  practice  of  having  annual  discoiu'ses  appears  to  have  been 
discontinued  after  1855,  j)robably  on  account  of  the  dfficulty  of 
procuring  speakers  for  occasions  so  conspicuous,  the  last  having 
been  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Edward  B.  Hal].  From  this  time 
for  a  considerable  period  the  lilerary  exercises  of  the  Society 
consisted  only  of  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members,  made 
either  at  quarterly  or  at  special  meetings  called  for  the  purpose 
at  the  Cabinet  building.  Many  of  the  papers  thus  read  were  of 
historical  importance,  and  not  a  few  of  them  form  parts  of  valu- 
able works  which  have  been  published.  At  some  of  these  meet- 
ings, also,  the  public  were  invited  to  attend.  It  was  not,  However, 
till  about  1874  that  the  Society  adopted  its  present  arrangement 
of  having  special  public  meetings  at  the  Cabinet  building  every 
two  weeks  durino-  the  Avinter  months  for  the  readino-  of  historical 
papers  on  subjects  alike  of  local  and  of  general  interest.  Since 
that  time  these  meetings  have  been  maintained  with  a  success 
which  does  credit  to  the  Society.  The  papers  thus  furnished 
every  winter  for  the  past  twelve  years  and  more,  have  been  ex- 
ceedingly useful,  not  only  for  the  information  which  they  have 
imparted,  but  also  for  the  interest  which  they  have  awakened  in 
the  community  concerning  the  studies  which  we  are  engaged  in 
promoting.  ^TIk^  only  drawback  attending  them  is  in  the  fact 
that  no  laro'cr  number  of  our  own  members  have  enffagfed  in 
preparing  them. 
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I  have  adviTtt'cl  to  these  .xtatistio,  funiifihed  ti<»ni  (tiir  records, 
in  order  to  show  how  miiiiei-ous  have  I)ei'M  the  iiieenti\('s  which 
this  Society  has  at  all  times  ottered  to  its  uieiMl)ers  to  do  histori- 
cal work,  and  also  tiie  oecasiows  which  it  ha>  contimi:dlv  atfi)r(h'd 
them  to  hrlnji'  that  work  to  the  attention  of  the  |»id)lic.  I^his  is 
no  nnimportant  ser\  ice  to  he  done  in  an\  coinnMinitx  .  cspecialh 
in  one  like  oni-  o\\  n.  w  here  the  oi'dinary  stininhi>  to  litcr;ir\  cttort 
and  the  readiness  to  en^atic  in  it  are  hotli  e\ceedin<il\  small. 
It  has  always  heen  the  hahit — |)erhaj)s  the  necessit\ — ot  the  town 
to  depend  on  ]tei-son>  tVoin  other  [(hiccs  to  meet  \\h;it<'\  cr  de- 
mand there  mieht  he.hjrany  higher  iiter;ir\  serxicc.  nnd  1  am 
haj)j)y  to  recall  the  fact  that  onr  Society  has  at  all  time>  liad  tor 
its  aim  the  cncoui'afi'ement  t)t"  such  git'ts  and  attainm<'nts  as  we 
lunc  found  at  home.  I  must  confess,  howexcr.  to  a  fecliuL;-  ot 
amazement,  as  well  as  of  regret,  that  so  few  of  our  educated  men 
ha\  e  res|)onded  to  the  incenti\es  or  used  the  oj)|)ortunities  which 
ha\-e  been  thus  afiorded  them.  A\"liat  we  wvn]  most  signallv  as 
a  eoniinunity  is  the  active  enlistment  (tt  tlii'  largest  possible  nmn- 
her  of  onr  educated  minds  in  the  service  of  the  |ml)lic  good  and 
in  the  impi-oAemeiit  of  the  intellectual  tone  of  the  city.  It  is  time 
that  we  rise  al)o\e  this  intellectual  pio\  ineialism  wliieh  hligiits 
us  and  jirevents  a  full  and  fair  de\eloi)ment  of  our  higher  capaci- 
ties as  a  people.  Many  things  we  ilo  as  well  as  thev  can  he  done 
anywhere  else.  Professional  practice,  mechanic  arts.  indnsti-ial 
vocations  ot"  almost  e\erv  kind,  tind  here  accomplished  masters 
and  leaders.  How  is  it  that  the  same  can  scarceh  lie  said  ot 
scholarship  and  letters?  How  is  it  that  anwuig  the  nianv  echwa- 
te(l  men  of  the  city  and  the  State,  so  few  lia\c  <lone  anvtiiing  in 
literature?  There  is  talent  enough,  there  are  resonrces  enough. 
Iiiit  I  regret  to  he  obliged  to  think  that  high  aspiiation  is  still 
wanting  and  that  the  second  cit\  in  New  lOngland  in  point  of 
population,  is  content  to  be  below  the  second  in  the  use  wiiieh 
it>  educati'd  men  make  of  their  advantages. 

For  a  full  list  of  the  additions  of  books,  pamplilets  and  orlier 
articles  of  historical    interest.  I  refer  \on    to  the    .statement    tur- 
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nished  by  the  Seevetaiy  and  to  the  fuller  report  of  the  committee 
on  the  library.  I,  however,  make  mention  of  a  few  of  .such  as 
have  been  brought  to  my  attention. 

I.  "The  Home  Lott^  of  the  Early  Settlers  of  the  Providenct' 
Plantations,"  by  Charles  Wyman  Hopkins  :  a  work  compiled 
with  great  industry  and  cai-e  and  an  important  aid  in  settling 
(juestions  which  have  been  long  in  debate,  as  to  the  lots  first 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  founders  of  the  town. 

II.  ''Advanced  Sheets  of  the  Census  of  l\hode  Island,"  \)\ 
.\mos  Perry.  This  is  designed  to  be  a  pait  of  the  census  of  the 
State  now  in  preparation,  but  not  \ct  coinijleted.  It  presents  a 
genei'al  view  of  the  geography  and  the  natiual  features  of  the 
State,  its  (li\  isions  into  counties,  the  origin  of  the  several  towns 
in  each  county,  and  the  conspicuous  facts  in  the  liistorv  ;ind  con- 
dition of  each.  The  work  embraces  115  pages  and  contains  a 
large  amount  of  statistical  and  historical  information. 

HI.  "Footprints  of  Roger  Williams,"  by  Reuben  A.  (iuild, 
which  contains  an  enquiry  as  to  the  date  and  the  place  of  the 
birth  of  the  founder  of  the  State. 

IV.  "Dedication  of  the  Soldiers  and  Sailois  Moiuuncnt  in 
South  Kingstown,  in  Jiuie  1(S)S(),"  containing  addresses  by  the 
Hon.  Rowland  Hazard  and  Major  H.  B.  Hanunond  ;  a  poem  and 
an  ode  by  the  Pev.  Frederic  Deiiison,  and  other  exercises  of 
the  occasion. 

V.  "  Brief  History  of  the  Town  of  ( lloucester,"  by  Mrs.  E. 
A.  Perry. 

VI.  "Documents  lllustrati\e  of  American  History,  l(>()(i- 
1868.  Avith  Introductions  and  References,"  by  Howard  W.  Pres- 
ton. A  very  useful  comjjilation.  The  earliest  document  which  it 
contains  is  the  Charter  of  the  Colony  of  Virginia  in  1606,  and 
the  latest  is  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation  by  President 
Lincoln  in  1S6H.  The  intervening  documents  are  of  correspond- 
ing importance. 

VII.  "The  Anthony  Memorial  :  a  Catalogue  of  the  Harris 
Collection  of  American  Poetry,  with  Biographical  and  Biblio- 
graphical Notes."  by  John  C.  Stockbridge. 
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This  vdIuiiu'  vcrv  pi't)|»orly  finds  a  place  in  our  i-ollcctioii  ot" 
niatcM'ialH  tor  Khode  Island  History.  Some  of  tlic  works  whose 
titles  it  contains,  arc  \)\  Rhode  Ishind  antliors.  In  adihtion  to 
this  the  colh'ction  of  American  poeti'v.  ot  which  it  is  the  cata- 
lo<;ne,  was  h«'iiiin  \)\  the  hite  Alhert  C.  (rreene.  a  former  I'l'csi- 
dent  of  this  Society.  It  sul)sc(nieiitlv  Ix'camc  the  propcrtN  of 
our  hite  assueiate,  ( "ah'l)  Fiske  Hniris.  I)\  whom  it  was  hir>i;el\' 
increased,  and  finally  of  the  late  Hon.  Henry  B.  Anthony,  who 
made  many  additions  to  it,  and  l)0([iu'athed  it  to  Brown  I  iiiv«'r- 
sity. 

\  HI.  •".Mem()irs  of  the  Ke\ .  .1.  Lewis  Dinian,  Professor  of 
History  and  Political  Economy  in  Brown  University,  Compiled 
from  hi>  Letters,  .lournals  and  \\  ritin^s.  and  the  Recollections 
of  Hi>  Friends.""  Iiy  Caroline  Ha/.ai'd.  This  deli«ihtfid  \(tliinie  is 
caiffully  compiled  from  a  \ariety  of  materials,  with  excellent 
judiiincnt  and  ti'txxi  taste,  and  forms  a  very  interestinii"  and  o;raee- 
ful  nu'niorial  of  our  late  associate  and  friend. 

IX.  A  framecl  IMiotograph  of  tlu'  (lovei'nor  Bull  house  in 
\ewpoi-t.  Iiuijt  in  1  <).")!•,  pi-esented  by  Heiu-y  Bull,  Ksipiire.  It 
is  helieved    to  he  the  oldest    house  now  standini;'  in  the  State. 

I  have  al,>o  recei\ed  foi-  the  (.'ai)inet.  from  Mi\  Daniel  Berke- 
ley Cpdike,  photofiTa])hic  views  of  Cocumseussuc.  or  "Smith's 
Castle,"  at  Wiekford,  huilt  on  the  site  and  larjjely  of  the  timbers 
of  the  house  ci'ccted  h\  Richard  Smith  in  1  (!.")!•.  the  earliest 
Ln<ilish  house  in  the  Xarraiiansett  Country.  This  house  was  for 
several  jjfener.itions  the  propert\   of  the  Cpdike  family. 

'{"he  Societx'  has  recci\('(l  imitations  to  he  represented  on  sev- 
eral pul)lic  occasions  of  histoiMcal  interest  in  other  States.  Amonu' 
these  ma\  he  mentioned  :  1.  The  dedication  of  the  (ioft  Memo- 
rial Town  Hall  in  Rchohoth,  Mass..  on  May  10.  INSC,  which 
was  attended  hv  Mcssr'>.  Amos  Perr\  and  Henr\  V .  P>eckwith. 
2.  The  unveiling  of  a  monument  to  Colnml)Us  in  Tower  (Jroxc 
Park.  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  on  Oct.  1::;?:  the  in\itation  was  aeknowl- 
cdired  l)ut  no  reprc-sentatixcs  w('r<'  sent.  .">.  The  unveiling;"  of  the 
l>ai-thohli  Statue  of  ••Lil)ert\    Lnliuhteninjj'  the  \\  orld."  at  Bed- 
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loe's  Island,  near  New  York,  on  October  28,  which  Messrs. 
Beckwith,  Everett  and  Burdick  were  apponited  to  attend  in  be- 
half of  the  Society. 

In  our  own  State,  the  most  important  historical  event  of  the 
year  has  been  the  celebrati(^)n  by  the  nnniicipal  authorities  of  the 
two  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Provi- 
dence. The  occasion  had  been  anticipated  with  extraordinary 
interest,  and  the  expectations  whicli  it  had  awakened,  I  think, 
were  fully  satisfied  by  the  manner  in  a\  hich  its  observance  was 
conducted.  It  was  carefully  prepared  by  a  special  committee  of 
the  City  Council,  who  invited  this  Society  to  name  some  of  its 
members  to  share  in  their  deliberations.  The  gentlemen  thus 
named  were  Messrs.  Hammond,  llogei's,  ^^  alker.  Staples  and 
Southwick.  The  celebration  took  place  on  the  28d  and  24th  days 
of  June,  only  a  few  days  subsequent  to  the  death  of  tiie  Mayor, 
tlie  Hon.  Thomas  A.  Doyle,  who  liad  [)resided  over  the  (-ity 
Government  for  nearly  eighteen  ye^rs.  It  was  extended  through 
two  entire  days,  and  all  its  arrangements  and  pageants  were 
suited  to  so  memorable  an  event.  I  may  add  that  its  effect 
was  greatly  aided  by  newspapei's  of  the  city,  especially  by  the 
Providence  Journal,  which  published  not  only  full  accounts  of 
the  celebration,  but  also  historical  sketches  of  prominent  events, 
of  important  institutions,  and  of  the  rise  and  growth  of  many 
leading  industrial  interests  of  the  city. 

On  the  first  day  religious,  musical  antl  literary  exercises  were 
held  in  the  morning  in  the  First  Baptist  Meeting-house,  where 
nearly  all  the  high  solemnities  of  the  town  have  been  celebrated 
during  the  past  hundred  years.  In  the  afternoon  the  children  of 
the  pid)lic  schools  were  assembled  in  Roger  Williams  Park,  where 
they  sang  patriotic  songs  and  were  addressed  by  eminent  citizens 
selected  for  the  service.  The  eveuincj  Avas  g-iven  to  a  concert  in 
Infantry  Hall,  and  to  music  by  bands  in  some  of  the  public 
squares  and  parks.  The  second  day  was  a  day  of  processions  and 
pageants  civic,  militaiy  and  industrial,  designed  to  set  forth  suc- 
cessive phases  of  the  growth  of  the  city,  and  the  manifold  trades 
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and  (•(•('iipntion.s  of  tlu'  poopli',  wliilc  the  cxcniiiu-  was  set  apart 
to  a  hrilliant  (lis[)lay  ot"  firework!^;  that  should  express  the  univer- 
sal joy  which  the  anniversary  had  awakened. 

But  it  is  what  was  spoken  on  this  historic  occasion  that  more 
especially  concerns  ns  now.  The  orator  was  Chief  Justice  Durfee 
— the  second  of  that  name  and  title — the  distino-uished  son  of  a 
distinguished  father,  hoth  of  Avhomhave  held  the  highest  judicial 
jtosition  in  the  State,  and  hoth  of  whom  have  united  in  their 
own  characters  the  o-raees  of  the  scholar  with  the  iiitegritv  of  the 
jiu-ist.  The  discoiu-sc  which  he  delivered  was  filled  with  the  gen- 
uine spirit  of  Rhode  Island  history  and  fully  met  the  high  de- 
mands of  the  occasion.  It  set  forth  the  occurrences  which  in 
early  times  gave  rise  to  the  foimding  of  Providence,  with  a  proper 
discrimination  between  what  is  important  and  what  is  incidental 
in  the  events  of  the  period,  and  thus  it  j)i-esented  the  character 
of  its  founder  in  a  just  and  well-dravvn  portraiture  that  is  not 
likely  to  he  materially  changed  in  any  of  its  features.  It  traced 
the  influences  which  have  shaped  the  growth  and  formed  the  char- 
acter of  our  ancient  town  and  made  it  what  it  has  since  become. 
Nor  did  the  discriminating  orator  omit  to  mention  the  defects 
that  were  wrought  into  our  social  organization  or  to  urge  upon 
us  the  transcendent  importance  of  broadei-  views  and  higher  aims 
in  our  r[\'\\  affairs.  ( )ui-  position  as  a  city,  our  destiny  as  a  com- 
uuuiity  depends  not  on  what  our  fathers  did  long  ago — but  on 
what  we  do  now.  It  will  be  a  monumental  disj^race  if,  at  this 
late  period  in  its  history.  Providence,  so  beautiful  for  situation, 
so  abounding  in  natural  advantages  of  every  kind,  is  now  obliged 
to  surrender  the  advanced  })Osition  which  she  has  begun  to  oc- 
cupy. Let  her  capitalists,  her  educated  professional  men.  her 
industrial  leaders,  her  whole  population  luiite  in  urging  her  for- 
ward and  guiding  her  to  the  splendid  destiny  that  is  within  her 
reach. 

On  more  than  one  former  occasion  1  lia\c  made  mention  of 
what  is  known  as  the  "Critical  and  Narrative  History  of  Amer- 
ica :"   a  work  which    I  regard  as  the  most    iujportant    enterprise 
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ever  undertaken  for  8ettin«:  forth  m  their  connection  with  each 
other,  the  essential  tacts  relatino:  to  the  discovery,  the  coloniza- 
tion  and  the  growth  in  civihzation  of  the  American  Continent. 
The  work  has  long  been  promised  and  even  partially  printed, 
hut  its  publication  has  been  delayed  by  financial  embarrassments 
of  those  who  had  it  in  chartje.  It  \\as  at  lenoth  transferred  to 
the  well-known  publishing  house  of  Messrs.  Houghton,  Mifflin 
and  Co.,  and  within  the  past  eight  months,  the  second,  third  and 
fourth  of  its  eight  volumes  have  been  published.  The  first  is  to 
be  delayed  till  the  others  are  completed.  It  is.  as  you  are 
;iware,  to  be  prepared  accoixling  to  the  cor)|)crati\c  method,  by 
many  diff'ei'ent  writers  selected  on  •icconnt  of  their  (juaHfications 
for  the  several  parts  which  they  undertake.  The  ])reparation  of 
the  whole  work  is  placed  under  the  editorial  control  of  M)-.  Jus- 
tin Winsor,  assisted  by  a  comuiittee  of  the  Massachusetts  His- 
torical Society.  When  completed  acconhng  to  its  plan  it  will 
comprise  all  that  is  known  about  the  discoNciy  and  colonization 
of  every  part  of  this  western  world.  Ft  will  embrace  sketi'hes  of 
its  diversified  physical  geography — of  the  different  degx'ees  of  its 
adaptation  to  the  wants  of  (nvilized  man^of  the  races  that  in- 
habited it  before  the  coming  of  Europeans — of  its  succeesive  set- 
tlements by  colonists  from  Europe — of  its  division  into  separate 
coiuitries  and  natit)ns — of  the  rise  and  j)rogre8s  of  their  go\  ern- 
ments — of  their  arts  and  sciences  and  of  all  that  enters  into  their 
di\ersified  ci\  ilizations. 

The  results  of  a  great  literary  undertaking  like  this  cannot 
fail  to  be  widely  felt.  It  will  place  the  continent  of  America 
before  us  as  a  grand  historical  unit  of  which  we  are  a  part.  It  i^ 
one  of  our  eccentricities  as  a  people  that  we  have  taken  no  in- 
terest in  the  fortunes  of  our  nearest  neighbors,  and  that  we  know 
so  little  about  them.  We  and  they  alike  are  the  offspring  of 
Europe.  We  all  began  as  colonies,  dependent  on  mother  coun- 
tries beyond  the  Atlantic.  We  all  became  nations  onl}  by  pro- 
tracted and  bloody  struggles.  The  fact  that  our  own  independence 
was  the  earliest  to  be  secured,  that  it  has  alwavs  been   the  most 
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siic('csst'iill\  iiiMiiittiint'd  and  attended  w  itli  the  most  (•(»iiiiiiaiuliiiii 
iiatittiial  dc\ cliiiniiciit .  has  naturally  assiiiiicd  to  us  tlic  position 
ot"  l('a(k'i'slu[) — a  position  the  (hities  of"  which  we  haxc  wholly 
neii'leeted  to  ])eri'orni.  ^^'e  have  made  no  attempt  to  tiuide  oi' 
henetit  them  in  any  way.  \\  e  haxc  simply  let  them  alone,  and 
this  we  have  (lone  ijreatlv  to  our  own  disiulvantao;e.  We  might 
have  conferred  orreat  honetits  on  them,  and  recei\ed  from  them 
corres])on(lin<>"  henefits  in  return.  With  the  sin^^lc  e\cei)tion 
of  Brazil,  thev  are  all  repuhlics  like  ourseKcs.  hut  such  has 
heen  our  attitude  towaivis  them  that  the\-  have  never  souiifht 
counsel  or  iiuidance  from  us.  Thev  wei"e  from  the  hcfjinninu 
inferior  to  us  in  the  arts  and  industries  of  ci\  ilization  :  they 
needed  our  prcxlucts  and  the  lessons  of  our  e.\[»eiiencc.  while  we 
needed  their  markets  and  their  ti"ade  and  their  inti-rnational  good 
will.  I'hev.  however,  have  received  nothing  from  us,  and  tiiey 
have  given  us  nothing  in  return.  sa\ c  the  unecpialled  indifference 
w  hich  they  ha\('  always  themselves  experii-nced.  It  is  true  that 
while  they  were  struggling  for  indepi'iidence  ( "ongress  passed 
some  resolutions  ot  syni[)athy,  and  at  a  later  pei'iod  the  (Tovern- 
ment  proclaimed  in  their  hehalf  what  we  call  the  Monroe  Doe- 
trine.  But  neithei-  of  these  was  suffieient  to  touch  the  hearts  of 
the  struu'frlinu'  nations  of  the  South.  It  hecame  onlv  too  evident 
that  the  great  repuMic  of  the  North  regarded  them  only  as  hei' 
social  inferiors,  not  fit  to  l)e  hei-  ;issociates  and  e(|uals  in  tlu'  in- 
tercourse f»f  nations.  But  what  is  still  more  remarkahle.  though 
thev  be  our  infei'iors,  we  ha\c  withheld  from  them  e\en  that 
Christian  Philanthropv  which  we  lia\c  extended  to  the  remotest 
and  most  degrade(|  jx'oples  of  the  world,  ^^'e  have  sent  Christian 
missionaries  to  India  and  ('hin;i,  to  the  most  distant  islands  of 
the  st-a.  nav.evcn  to  *omc  of  the  enlightened  nations  of  Europe, 
hut.  with  scarcelv  an  exception,  not  to  a  single  country  ot"  either 
.North  or  South  America  beyond  oiu'  own. 

It  is  eertainlv  ([uite  time  that  this  reciprocal  indifference — this 
deplorable  disregard  of  everything  that  constitutes  go(td  neigh- 
borhood and  promotes  good  will,  should  come  to  an  end  between 
us  and  the  other    Anierican    natiinis.      We  shall    take   one   long 


22  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

stride  towards  such  an  end  when  we  beghi  to  inform  ourselves 
concerning  the  nations  which  we  have  so  long  despised — whose 
trade  we  have  allowed  our  rivals  to  monopolize,  and  whose  na- 
tional interests  and  policy  are  now  largely  controlled  by  their 
trans-Atlantic  friends.  In  the  universal  histoi-y  of  the  world  the 
continent  of  Europe  stands  forth  as  a  unit,  because  its  several 
countries  have  an  origin  and  a  civilization  substantially  the  same. 
The  c(^ntinent  of  America,  however,  presents  itself  in  no  such 
unity.  It  is  merely  a  geographical  name.  Though  its  people  are 
largely  of  European  descent  and  its  several  nations  have  govern- 
ments and  institutions  nearly  identical,  they  yet  have  nothing 
else  in  common  and  thev  are  never  classed  together  in  anv  of  the 
great  divisions  of  mankind.  The  first  step  towards  better  and 
more  advantageous  relations  must  be  a  fuller  acquaintance  on 
our  part  with  our  American  neighbors  and  a  practical  recogni- 
tion of  that  geographical  and  continental  and  international 
unity,  which  should  create  conmion  interests  among  all  Ameri- 
can nations. 

The  year  1887  brings  with  it  the  centennial  anniversary 
of  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States — an 
anniversary  the  importance  of  which  transcends  that  of  every 
other  in  our  national  history,  for  it  relates  to  an  event  which 
has  given  permanence  and  seciunty  to  everything  that  is  most 
valued  by  the  American  people.  It  is  gratifying  to  know  that 
the  first  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  secure  its  observance. 
In  September  an  informal  meeting  of  the  Governors  of  the 
original  thirteen  States  was  held  in  Philadelphia  at  which  it  was 
decided  to  request  the  Governors  of  all  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  to  ap])oint  each  a  commissioner  to  meet 
in  Philadelpliia  on  the  second  day  of  December  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  anni^•ersary.  The  day  selected  by  the 
Governors  for  the  celebration  was  the  seventeenth  of  September, 
the  day  on  which  the  Constitution  was  completed  and  signed  b}- 
its  framers.  At  this  meeting  twenty-two  commissioners  were 
present,  and  Rhode  Island  was  represented  by  our  respected 
associate,  the  Hon.  Rowland  Hazard. 


ADDKKSS    OK    TIIK     I'l;  KSI 1  )r,\T.  2.-» 

The  ^afliering  \va>  in  all  respcctis  worthy  of  tlic  suljjoct  to  1)0 
t'onsidorod.  and  the  spirit  that  was  nianitbstt'd  was  such  as  was 
to  he  expected  tVoni  representatives  from  e\('r\  part  of  tlie  \ast 
(ioniain  over  which  the  Constitution  of  the  I'nited  States  now 
ij,narantces  freedom  and  protection  to  the  American  people.  It 
was  decided  that  those  in  attendance  >hoiihl  constitute  the 
••Constitutional  Centennial  Commission.'"  and  aurccd  that  the 
annivcrsarv  should  he  celehrated  at  Philadelphia  with  litcrarx 
exercises  and  with  military  and  ci\  ic  i)roccssions.  and  that  the 
attendance  be  requested  of  the  Pi-csident  of  the  I'nited  States, 
of  the  members  of  the  Cabinet  ;uid  <»f  Conj^ress,  of  tin  dustices 
of  the  Supienie  Court,  of  the  (ioAei'uors  (»f  all  the  States  and 
Tcrritoiics,  and  the  Justices  of  their  Courts,  tou'ctlier  w  ith  d(>- 
tachments  of  troops  from  the  States  and  from  the  aiiny  of  the 
I  iiited  States.  It  was  also  proposed  that  measures  l)e  taken  to 
jierpetuatc  the  memory  of  the  day  l)y  ;i  j^rand  ••Arch  of  Com- 
memoration." to  be  erected  in  Phihulelphia.  and  that  each  State 
and  Territory  be  re(iuested  to  make  a  contril)ution  tbi'  the 
purpose. 

In  such  a  celebration  as  thi>.  I  need  not  say.  no  State  will 
join  more  heartily  than  Rhode  Island.  That  she  bore  no  part 
in  framing  the  Constitution  and  that  she  was  the  last  of  the 
original  States  to  adopt  it.  are  facts  which  she  would  gladh  blot 
t'roni  her  history  if  it  were  |»ossible.  for  iier  e\|)erieiice  under  it 
has  l)een  precisely  the  opposite  of  all  tluit  her  people  then 
apprehended.  In  the  |)lace  ot'  o])prcssion.  she  has  had  nothing 
but  protection  :  in  the  place  of  humiliation,  she  has  secnre<|  dig- 
nitv  and  importance:  instead  of  losing  any  of  tlu'  rights  which 
she  had  secured  Ity  the  war  f»f  independence,  slie  has  tbimd  them 
to  be  strengthened  l)V  new  guai'antees  and  protected  b\  addi- 
tional muniments  :  and  she  holds  her  place  anutug  the  States 
>ccond  to  no  one  of  them  all  in  dcA  otion  to  the  ( 'onstitution  which 
for  a  time  her  people  refused  to  acce|)t.  The  duties  it  impose^ 
she  will  alwavs  delight  to  pertbrm.  and  on  tin  guarantees  it 
atfords  she  will  continue  to  depend  ;is  the  foundation  of  hei-  se- 
curity and  the  anchor  of  her  hopes. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  (X)MMITTEE  ON   BUILDINCt 
AND  GROUNDS. 


Pj'ovifk'ncc.  Janiuirv    11.  1HS7. 
To  THE  Rhode   Island  Histoukiae  Soc^iety  ; 

Thiy  coniniittet'  repurtt'tl   at    the    (|iiaitt'i-lv    incetiii^  in   Julv. 
1886,   the   ainoinit  expeiKk'd    on  BuihUiiii-   and  (rround.s  for  six 

montlis  eiuhnn-  June  .HOth,  to  he         ....  $225. (U 

The  amount  [)ai(l  since  the  date  of  that  i-eport  is  as 
follows  : 
Paid  to  Charles  Law,  i-ej>airiug-  gas  hxtiires.       .  .  2.7/) 

Paid  to  F.  Ooujoeshall.  renairiuy'  furnace  .  .  2.00 


Total   h)r  the  year  188(;  .  .   $280. ai< 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mi'.  James  Burdick.  one  of  our 
menibei's.  for  the  gift  of  a  Spanish  Copper  Shade  and  brass 
standard  for  the  light  on  the  lecturer's  desk. 

Res[)ectfully  submitted  for  the  cf)nnnittee 

on  Building  and  ({rounds, 

Isaac  H.   Southwick.' 
(Jhairnian . 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE 
LIBRARY. 


Providence,  January  11,   1887. 
To  THE   Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Conuuittee  on  the  Library  respectfully  submit  their 
seventh  annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Amos  Perry,  Secretary  of  the  Society,  has  been 
continued  in  the  office  of  librarian.  Library  hours  are  from  10 
A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.  ;  and  from  2^  to  5  i'.  M.  Within  these  hours, 
the  rooms  are  rep;ularly  open,  except  that  on  Saturday  the  li- 
luary  is  not  open  after  1  p.  M.  The  number  of  visitors  increases 
trcjm  year  to  year,  and  a  larger  proportion  come  for  purposes  of 
consultation  and  research,  as  compared  with  those  who  are  at- 
tracted by  mere  curiosity.  At  no  previous  anniversary  have  our 
Ijooks  and  [)amphlets  been  so  easily  accessible  as  now. 

The  following  memorandum,  furnished  at  our  request  bv  the 
lil)rarian"s  assistant,  Mr.  Sandford  B.  Smith,  siiows  something 
of  the  work  done  duriufj;  the  vear. 


I.  The  labor  of  labeling  and  numbering  the  shelves  and  pamphlet  cases  has 
been  completed.  The  books,  cases  and  shelves  have  all  been  cleaned,  —  the 
pamphlet  cases  re-arranged;  the  books  have  all  been  taken  to  the  ante-room, 
dusted,  and  the  numbers  verified. 

I  am  happy  to  state,  that  not  a  book  or  pamphlet  that  has  been  numl)ered  and 
catalogued  has  been  lost. 
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II.  More  than  half  the  time  during  the  year  has  been  occupied  in  cataloguing 
books  and  pamphlets;  principally  those  arranged  in  the  gallery.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  latter  belong  to  Section  No.  3;*  many  of  them  are  of  great  scien- 
tific and  historic  value. 


III.  Manuscript  papers,  &c.,  copied. 

(1)  Capt.  Stephen  Olney's  Account  of  that  part  of  the  Revolutionary  War,  in 
which  he  took  part,  from  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,,  i  775,  to  the  surrender  of  the 
British  Army  at  York  Town,  1781.  62  4to  pages. 

(2 1   Capt.  Christopher  Lippitt's  Auto-Biography  of  his  Life  and  Services. 

6  p.  4to. 

(3)  Letter  on  Commerce;    .Addressed  to  Tristam  Burges.    By  Moses  Brown. 

24  p.  4to. 

(4)  Materials  towards  the  History  of  Friends  in  New  Elngland.  By  Moses 
Brown.  42  p.  4to. 

(5)  Census  of  Providence,  1790.  Copied  from  the  original  manuscript  belong- 
ing to  Charles  B.  Allen.  36  p.  f.  cap. 

(6)  Schedule  of  the  Whole  Number  of  Persons  in  the  District  of  Rhode  Island. 
1790.  4  p.  f.  cap. 

(7)  Size  Roll,  3d  Company,  in  the   Rhode  Island    Regiment,  September,  1782 

4  p.  f.  cap. 

IV.  Manuscript  volumes  that  have  been  indexed. 

(1)  Boundary  Line,  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island 

(2)  Esten  Papers  ..... 

(3)  Cook  Papers  .  .  .         Vol.  I. 

Vol.  II. 


(4)  Harris  Papers 

(5)  Whipple  Papers 

(6)  Hopkins  Papers 


(7)  Backus  Papers 

(8)  Military  Papers 


(9)  Rice  Papers  . 

(10)  Deeds. 


Vol 

1. 

Vol. 

II. 

Vol. 

III. 

Vol. 

I. 

Vol. 

II. 

Vol. 

III. 

Vol. 

IV. 

Vol. 

I. 

Vol. 

11. 

(11)    Papers  Relating  to  Providence 


1844—18.51 
1664—1825 
1732—1811 
1775—1781 
1675—1716 
1732—1791 
1776—1777 
1728—1786 
1776—1778 
1638-1731 
1775—1781 
1757—1780 
1780—1787 
1778—1809 
1721—1813 
1744—1784 
1784—1814 
1643—1793 


♦Section  No.  1  includes  pamphlets  relating  to   Rhode  Island;    No.  2,  those  re- 
lating to  other  New  England  States;   No.  3,  relating  to  other  States  or  Countries. 


$3r,, 

.26 

33, 

.55 

8.95 

1, 

.50 
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The  Coniniittoo  have  received  t'roni  the  sale  of  (hiplieates  the 
811111  of  $76.37.      They  have  expended  : 
For  hooks  and  iHa<i;azines, 
hiiuHng, 

stationery  and  printing, 
picture-frame, 

Total,  $80.26 

This  makes  a  hahnice  of  expenditure  over  receipts  of  $3.89, 
whicli  is  drawn  from  the  annual  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
dollars.      The  remainder  of  that  appropriation  is  undrawn. 

The  accessions  to  our  Library  and  Cabinet  have  numbered  as 
follows  : 

Bound  volumes,  390 

Pamphlets,  1,803 

Miscellaneous,  290 


Total,  2,483 

Among  the  books  received,  which  pertain  to  Rhode  Island, 
either  by  authorship  or  subject,  we  may  mention  a  few.  Mr. 
Howard  AV.  Preston  of  Providence,  has  published  during  the 
year  a  very  useful  volume,  entitled  "Documents  Illustrative  of 
American  History."  Quoting  in  his  Preface  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Freeman,  that  "the  most  ingenious  and  most  eloquent  of  modern 
historical  discourses  can  after  all  be  nothing  more  than  a  com- 
ment on  a  text", — he  gives  us  the  text  of  thirty-two  important 
American  state-papers,  from  1606  to  1863,  or  from  the  first 
Virginia  Charter  to  the  Proclamation  of  Emancipation, — colo- 
nial charters.  Plans  of  Union,  by  Penn  and  Franklin,  manifestos 
of  the  Revolutionary  period,  including  tiie  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, Articles  of  Confederation,  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  North  West  Ordinance,  and  documents  from  southern 
states   marking   the  steps  that  led   to  secession.     To  each  docu- 
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ment  is  prefixed  a  short  commentary,  with  references  for  further 
consultation.  We  regard  this  as  an  important  addition  to  the 
apparatus  for  the  convenient  study  of  American  political  history. 

Other  accessions  of  local  value  are,  the  Gazeteer  of  Connec- 
ticut and,  Rhode  Island  (Hartford,  1819)  ;  town-histories  of 
Glocester,  by  Mrs.  Perry  ;  of  Richmond,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Irish  ; 
of  Westerly  and  Stonington,  by  the  Hon.  R.  A.  Wheeler; 
a  set,  riot  quite  complete,  of  the  first  volume  of  the  Providence 
Gazette;  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stockbridge's  Catalogue  of  the  ''Harris 
Collection"  of  American  Poetry,  with  notes  and  memoirs  of  the 
three  gentlemen,  all  members  of  this  society,  by  wliom  the  col- 
lection was  made  and  given  to  Brown  University,  Greene, 
Harris  and  Anthony  ;  Memorials  of  Edwin  C.  Larned,  (five 
copies,)  and  of  Professor  George  I.  Chace  ;  Guild's  "Foot- 
prints of  Roger  Williams  ;"  a  paper  by  Rev.  Geo.  M.  Bodge 
on  the  Narragansett  fort-fight ;  a  Bible  printed  in  1724,  which 
belonged  to  the  DeWolf  family  of  Bristol,  with  marginal  records 
of  family  events,  including  the  births  of  those  who  won  distinc- 
tion for  the  name  ;  genealogies  of  families  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  such  as,  Arnold,  Fenner,  Jenkins,  and  a  large  volume 
on  the  Howlands  in  America  ;  several  pieces  of  Rhode  Island 
literature  not  of  special  historic  interest,  and  the  usual  abundance 
of  I'eports  and  pamphlets. 

In  the  department  of  topography  and  local  illustration  we 
have  received  some  important  accessions.  Among  these,  we 
must  first  name  the  very  handsome  monograph  of  Mr.  Charles 
Wyman  Hopkins,  entitled,  "The  Home  Lots  of  the  Early  Set- 
tlers of  the  Providence  Plantations."  Even  the  latest  authorities 
had  left  the  distribution  of  home-lots  in  the  original  settlement 
in  doubt.  Mr.  Dorr  says,  in  his  "Planting  and  Growth  of 
Providence," — "The  early  allotment  of  the  homesteads  has  be- 
come involved  in  obscurity  through  the  loss  of  the  early  docu- 
ments of  the  town."  This  obscurity,  Mr.  Hopkins  in  a  great 
degree  dispels,  mainly  by  the  aid  of  a  record  in  the  handwriting 
of  Roger  Williams,  dated    1660,   being  a  "List  of  Lands  and 
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Meadow.s,  as  they  wcmv  originally  lotted."  lie  <i;ivc's  a  plan  of 
tlie  *'to\\ii-.str(H't."  witli  the  names  of"  the  first  pioprietors  of  the 
home  lots,  fifty-two  in  number,  their  fronts  meetini>;  the  irregu- 
lar line  of  that  street,  and  extending  from  Dexter's  lane  (Olncy 
street)  to  Mile-end  Cove.  Other  plans,  and  full  notes  make 
clear  the  relations  of  these  primeval  divisions  to  the  subsequent 
ownership  of  lands  and  course  of  streets,  and  illustrate  the  ge- 
nealogy of  many  families.  Photographs  of  original  documents 
enrich  the  volunu'.  A\ C  have  added  to  our  librarv  two  copies  of 
^^r.  Hopkins'  work. 

Mr.  Edwin  Whitefield  of  Massachusetts  has  pul)lished  a  se- 
ries of  representations  of  old  buildings,  mostly  dwelling-houses, 
in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  Khode  Island,  from  drawings 
made  l)y  himself,  in  presence  of  the  objects.  The  work  is 
entitled  ''The  Homes  of  our  Forefathers."  The  volume  on  Con- 
necticut and  Khode  Island  contains  about  fifty  \'iews  of  houses 
in  the  former  State,  and  twentv-one  in  the  latter.  Among  them 
are  the  Bull  house  in  Newport,  said  to  have  been  built  in  1639, 
the  Fenner  "castle''  in  Johnston,  whose  chinmey  has  lately  been 
leveled,  the  house  on  Abbott's  lane,  reputed  to  be  the  oldest  in 
Providence  ;  and  several  quaintly  picturescpie  structures  in  Co- 
nanicut,  Bristol,  &c.  The  Koger  ^^'illiams  house  in  Salem  sur- 
prises us  by  its  size  and  stateliness. 

Mr.  Henry  P)ull  of  Newport  has  presented  a  large  and  elegant 
photograph  of  the  Bull  house,  taken  before  recent  changes  in 
its  roof;  this  is  substantially  framed,  and  will  be  a  conspicuous 
ornament  of  our  walls. 

It  is  a  very  ai)propriate  aim  of  our  Society  to  collect  photo- 
graphs of  places  which  are  lapidly  changing,  or  have  undergone 
great  changes,  in  their  outward  aspect.  In  tlu'  one  great  historic 
virtue  of  landscape  or  architectural  views, — accuracy  of  lines, — 
photography  excels  all  other  modes  of  gra})hie  rej)resentation  : 
and  these  sun-copies  are  the  highest  authority  in  disputed  <pu's- 
tions  of  topography.  We  have  received  a  view  of  Market  Square 
and   College  hill,  before  the  What  Cheer  building  was  erected 
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(and  hence  befoi'e  1850),  showing  the  old  Manufacturers'  Ho- 
tel and  its  overshadowing  horse-chestnut  tree,  awning-posts  on 
the  sidewalks,  and  several  buildings  that  have  now  disappeared. 

We  have  received  an  "autotype"  representation  ot  the  Cove 
in  the  centre  of  Providence  as  it  appeared  in  1827,  and  till  about 
forty  years  ago,  the  water  extending  to  the  line  of  Canal  street 
and  to  the  foot  of  Steeple  street,  and  covering  the  present  ex- 
panse of  Exchange  Place.  "Snowtown"  appears  in  the  fore- 
ground. The  Cove  was  not  then  the  walled  ellipse  we  are  now 
familiar  with,  but  sent  its  irregular  prolongations  along  the 
lines  of  the  several  rivers  as  they  enter  and  leave  it.  An  en- 
graving in  Mr.  Hopkins'  monograph  exhibits  this  former  sliape 
of  the  Cove  in  plan.  Such  views  are  potent  aids  to  the  imagina- 
tion, as  it  seeks  to  follow  the  canoe  of  Roger  Williams  on  its 
course  up  the  "Great  Salt> River"  to  the  mouth  of  the  Moosha- 
suck. 

Two  photographs  have  reached  us,  taken  from  an  engraving, 
which  exhibits  the  grounds  of  Brown  University,  with  no  build- 
ings but  University  Hall,  and  the  old  "President's  house," 
which  stood  within  the  college  Campus.  As  Hope  College  was 
erected  in  1822,  the  original  of  this  view  must  have  been  taken 
before  tliat  year.  There  appears  to  be  a  garden  near  the  fore- 
ground ;  this  may  be  the  "botanic  garden,"  whose  precise 
situation  it  has  been  difficult  to  fix.  We  possess  several  later 
delineations  of  the  college  grounds  and  buildings,  showing  the 
successive  changes  in  these,  and  in  the  streets  that  environ  them. 

In  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  East  Providence  are  the 
graves  of  Thomas  Willett  and  his  wife.  He  was  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Plymouth  Colony,  one  of  the  founders  of  Swansey, 
and  the  first  Mayor  of  New  York.  These  graves  have  been 
often  visited,  and  their  inscriptions  copied ;  but  we  are  not 
aware  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  reproduce  the  inscrip- 
tions l)y  tracing  from  the  stones  till  now.  They  are  rudely  cut ; 
in  each  case  continued  from  headstone  to  footstone  ;  and  the 
fac  similes  well  exhibit  the  size  and   character  of  the  letteringf. 
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[Since  this  report  was  prepared,  but  previously  to  the  annual 
meeting,  the  valuable  gift  of  four  j)hotogra])hic  views  of"  "Co- 
cumscussuc,  or  Smith's  Castle  at  AVickf'ord,"  fVumcd  together, 
was  received  from  one  of  our  memi)ers,  Mr.  Daniel  Berkeley 
Updike.  Suitable  notice  of  it  must  be  reserved  till  a  later  report.] 

From  ]\Ir.  Pardon  Fenner  Brown  and  wife,  of  Maiiton,  we 
have  received  a  valuable  collection  of  manuscripts,  wliicli.  under 
the  intelligent  care  of  our  associate,  the  Rev.  Janujs  Pic^rce  lioot, 
have  been  arranged  and  mounted  in  a  large  volume,  with  the 
title  of  the  "Fenner  Papers."  Mr.  Root  has  kindly  furnished 
us  the  following  account  of  these  documents  : 

"The  oldest  paper  in  this  collection  is  dated  Jan.  oO,  llill. 
It  is  a  kind  of  warrant  served  upon  one  William  Baker,  [or 
Faber]  of  Ashfold  (probably  Ashford,  in  Co.  Kent,  England), 
by  Sir  Thos.  Bishop,  collector,  and  is  signed  on  behalf  of  the 
reigning  King  (James  I.),  by  Ira  Myei-s.  Although  couched 
in  very  loving  language,  it  is  in  effect  a  demand  for  a  loan  of 
£10.  issued  probably  by  the  King's  ministry,  who  were  con- 
stantly devising  such  means  as  forced  loans,  monoi)olies,  etc., 
for  raising  money,  ofttimes  using  means  that  were  illegal.  The 
privy  seal-stamp,  once  attached  to  the  paper,  has  been  removed. 
This  document  was  folded  in  a  parchment  cover  still  j)reserved. 

The  most  valuable  paper  in  the  collection  is  the  original  will 
of  William  Fenner,  one  of  the  brothers  of  (apt.  Arthur  Feiincr. 
He  lived  part  of  the  time  in  Providence  and  was  at  another  pe- 
riod a  resident  of  Connecticut.  The  will  is  dated  '.U)  Aug.  1(!8(), 
and  was  probated  in  Newport,  where  |irol);ibly  he  died.  l)iit  the 
copy  of  it  was  destroyed  in  the  general  ruin  lliat  came  to  the  New- 
port records  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  was  also  offered  to 
the  Providence  town  council  by  his  brothei-  Arthui-,  but  no  copy 
seems  to  have  l)een  transcribed  in  the  council  books.  l>y  this 
will  we  find  the  names  of  the  two  sisters  of  the  three  l)rotheis, 
and  also  a  son  of  Capt.  Arthur  is  mentioned,  whose  name  had 
not  previously  come  down  to  us. 

Memoranda  of  the  different  secticms  of  land  laid  out  to  Major 
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Thomas  Tenner,  son  of  Capt.  Arthur,  by  the  town,  or  bought 
by  him,  with  maps  of  the  property  held  in  the  family,  are  ot 
historic  value.  Some  of  the  ancient  deeds  are  in  good  preser- 
vation. Inventories  and  papers  relating  to  the  settlement  of 
estates,  copies  of  wills,  and  other  legal  documents,  with  muster 
rolls  and  bills  of  merchandise,  present  a  great  variety  of  inter- 
esting material.  The  various  appointments  of  Thomas  Fenner 
and  some  of  his  descendants  to  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
or  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  to  military  office,  are 
signed  by  various  governors,  as  Cranston,  Greene,  S.  Hopkins, 
Wm.  Wanton,  John  Wanton,  Joseph  Jenks  and  Arthur  Fen- 
ner. 

A  curious  paper,  somewhat  mutilated,  is  one  probably  written 
by  William  Harris  on  the  vexed  question  of  "up  stream  without 
limits,"  fortifying  that  idea  by  quotations  from  Scripture,  as 
where  Abraham  is  told  to  "look  northward  and  southward  and 
all  the  land  that  thou  seest  I  will  give  thee."  It  closes  with  a 
sharp  criticism  upon  Roger  Williams." 

Mr.  Drowne  has  sent  us  the  fac  simile  of  a  deed  of  William 
Arnold  to  his  son  Benedict,  dated  in  the  year  1643. 

Passing  beyond  these  local  subjects,  we  will  name  some  of  the 
additions  in  broader  fields.  In  biography,  an  interesting  acces- 
sion is  the  Life  of  John  Carpenter,  town  clerk  of  London,  in 
the  XV.  century,  and  founder  of  the  City  of  London  School, 
who  was  ancestor  of  William  Carpenter  of  Providence,  and 
whose  memoir  reaches  us  through  the  kind  suggestion  of  Miss 
Esther  Bernon  Carpenter.  It  Avas  published  in  London,  1856. 
Add  to  this  the  last  volume  of  the  Life  and  Letters  of  Gov. 
Thomas  Hutchinson  ;  Mr.  Thomas  Coffin  Amory's  Life  of  Sir 
Isaac  Coffin  ;  and  memoirs  of  the  explorer  Champlain,  of  John 
Richardson,  a  Friend  (1807) ,  of  the  bibliographer  Joseph  Green 
Cogswell,  of  George  W.  Whistler  the  engineer,  of  the  late  Ste- 
phen Salisbury  of  Worcester,  by  our  friend  the  Hon.  John 
Davis  Washburn,  of  the  late  Dr.  John  William  Draper  of  New 
York  and  others. 
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Of  town  histories  outside  of  Kliode  Island,  we  have  added 
Rassett's  Richmond,  N.  PI.,  ^larvin's  "Worcester  in  the  Re- 
bellion," and  Blake's  Rutland,  Mass.,  Pendleton's  notice  of 
Stonington,  Conn.,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hatfield's  ot  Elizabeth, 
N.  J. 

A  sumptuous  volume  of  the  genealogy  of  the  Craufords, 
especially  the  descendants  of  John  Crauford  of  Virginia,  bears 
tlu'  title  of  "Laurus  Craufurdiana,"  and  is  printed  for  private 
distribution.  Several  jjenealoffies  of  families  have  come  to 
hand,  Ijcsidcs  those  named  as  pertaining  to  Rhode  Island  :  Dana, 
Dearborn,  Hall,  Sands,  Weeks,  \A  illiams  and  others. 

By  purchase  from  the  Munsells  of  Albany,  we  have  procured 
a  work  entitled  "America  Heraldica,"  which  beautifully  repre- 
sents in  colors  about  two  hundred  coats-of-arms  and  crests 
brought  over  from  Europe  by  families  arriving  betweeen  IGOO 
and   1800. 

From  the  same  source,  we  have  ol)taincd  the  elournal  of  Cap- 
tain Pausch,  chief  of  Hanau  Artillery  in  the  Biu'goyne  cam- 
paign ;  translated  and  annotated  by  William  L.  Stone,  with  an 
Introduction  by  Edward  J.  Lowell,  who  has  made  a  special  study 
(if  the  j)art  taken  by  German  troops  in  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  who  discovered  the  manuscript  in  the  State  Library  at 
Cassel.  It  abounds  in  graphic  description  :  the  volume  is  hand- 
somely made  up,  is  adorned  by  a  finely  engraved  likeness  of 
-Madam  Riedesel,  and  appropriately  dedicated  to  General  Hora- 
tio Rogers,  who  is  a  recognized  authority  on  the  subject  of  the 
lUirgoyne  expedition. 

PVom  the  authors,  we  have  received  the  Hon.  Nathaniel 
Holmes'  work  on  the  Baconian  authorship  of  Shakespere's  Plays 
(new  edition  in  twu  vols.),  and  the  Life  of  (iiovanni  Diiprr, 
an  Italian  artist,  by  our  former  townsman.  Professor  Henry  S. 
Frieze.  AVe  have  received  by  gift  an  interesting  monograph  l)y 
the  late  Dr.  Warren,  on  the  Great  Elm  of  Boston  Conunou. 
with  a  good  impression  of  Bonner's  map  of  Boston,  1722. 

Among  the  generous  donoi's  of  pamphlets  and   misccllancdus 
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articles  may  be  named, — besides  our  habitual  friends,  the  late 
Mr.  Bartlett,  Bishop  Clark,  Mr.  H.  T.  Beckwith,  and  Judge 
Carpenter, — Mrs.  Shepard,  Mr.  Samuel  Dunster  of  Attleboro, 
Mr.  David  E.  Paul  of  Johnston,  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green  of 
Boston. 

The  special  interest  awakened  during  the  last  few  years  in 
the  story  of  the  Huguenots,  has  brought  to  light  many  memori- 
als of  their  life  in  exile.  We  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
Henry  A.  Miles  of  Hingham,  Mass.,  through  the  hands  of  our 
President,  two  rare  and  curious  relics  of  the  French  Protestants 
in  New  England.  One  is  a  printed  sermon  preached  at  Boston 
in  1689,  before  the  French  congregation  there,  which  had  then 
no  minister  and  no  building  of  its  own  for  worship.  The  sermon 
was  written  in  French,  by  the  Rev.  Ezechiel  Carre,  "formerly 
Minister  of  Rochechalais  in  France,  now  Minister  of  the  French 
Colony  in  Narragansett."  It  was  translated  into  English,  by 
Nehemiah  Walter,  who  succeeded  John  Eliot  in  the  ministry 
at  Roxbury,  and  who  was  so  well  versed  in  French  that  he 
sometimes  preached  to  the  little  band  in  their  own  tongue.  The 
prefatory  "Advertisement"  says,  "The  author  being  obliged  to 
bestow  some  part  of  his  ]Ministry  on  the  French  Church  of  Bos- 
ton, until  it  should  please  God  to  provide  for  it,  he  was  much 
surprized  to  observe  that  for  many  Sabbaths  this  Church  con- 
trary to  its  custome  extremely  neglected  Alms  toward  the  Poor, 
which  our  Discipline  recommends  at  the  conclusion  of  each  Ex- 
ercise :  this  made  him  take  a  resolution  to  Treat  of  this  Subject, 
which  he  has  done  in  this  Sermon.  The  Church  seemed  to  be 
moved  therewith,  and  some  particular  persons  requested  the 
Author  to  give  it  them  to  publish,  which  one  of  them  now 
does."  Then  follow  a  Dedication  to  "Mr.  John  Pastre,  French 
Merchant,  Refugee  in  Boston,"  who  seems  to  have  borne  th,e 
expense  of  printing,  and  a  very  characteristic  "Prefatory  Re- 
commendation" by  Cotton  Mather.  The  sermon  is  founded  on 
the  story  of  "The  charitable  Samaritan  ;"  perhaps  with  a  covert 
allusion  to  the  fate  of  the  Huguenots,  receiving  from  alien  hands 
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the  kindness  denied  tiieni  hy  priest  and  ruler  in  their  native  hind. 
This  rare  tract  is  mentioned  in  Judge  Potter's  "French  Settle- 
ments in  Khodc  Ishmd"  (page  25,  note).  A  coj)y  passed  from 
the  Brinley  sale  to  the  Library  of  Congress.  Ours  has  been 
beautifully  mounted  on  large  paper,  by  the  skilful  hand  of  our 
associate,  Mr.  Albert  V.  eTencks,  and  substantially  bound. 

About  seven  years  after  the  delivery  of  this  sermon,  the 
French  church  in  Boston  jn'ocurcd  a  settled  minister,  named 
Pierre  Daillc.  In  1715,  he  died,  and  the  Rev.  Andrew  Le  Mer- 
cier,  a  young  man  lately  come  from  Europe  succeeded  him. 
With  the  printed  sermon  just  described,  we  received  a  manu- 
script discourse  in  French,  preached  in  Boston  on  Christmas  in 
the  year  of  LeMercier's  arrival.  From  comparison  with  fac 
similes  and  descriptions,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  this 
manuscript  is  in  his  handwriting.  He  was  the  last  minister  of 
this  church,  which  gradually  dwindled. 

Several  recent  addresses  and  pamphlets  relating  to  the  Hugue- 
nots have  come  to  hand.  The  papers  of  the  Huguenot  Society 
in  New  York  have  been  received  in  exchange  for  ours. 

Our  e\er  vigilant  friend,  Mr.  Henry  Thayer  Drowne  of  New 
York  has  presented  a  print  of  Savage's  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  the  following  memorandum,  with  whicli  we  close  this 
report. 

"Edward  Savage,  Painter  and  Engraver,  in  the  Mezzotinto  and  Stipple  style,  was 
born  at  Princeton,  Mass.,  in  the  year  1761.  He  offered  to  execute  a  Portrait  of 
Washington,  as  a  gift  to  Harvard  College,  to  be  placed  in  the  Philosophy  Cham- 
ber, and  the  President  U.  S.  A.,  at  the  request  of  that  Institution,  sat  to  him  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  three  times,  as  appears  by  the  entries  in  his  diary :  "Monday 
2ist  (Deer  1789)  Sat  from  10  to  i  o'clock  for  a  Mr.  Savage  to  draw  my  Portrait 
for  the  University  of  Cambridge,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  request  of 
the  President  and  Governors  of  the  said  University."  "Monday  28th  Sat  all  the 
forenoon  for  Mr.  Savage,  who  was  taking  my  portrait."  "Wednesday  6th  (Jany 
1790)  Sat  from  half  after  8  o'clock  till  10  for  the  portrait  painter,  Mr.  Savage,  to 
fmish  the  picture  of  me  which  he  had  begun  for  the  University  of  Cambridge." 

This  portrait,  afterwards  engraved  by  the  artist  himself  in  the  Stipple  manner, 
is  still  preserved  in  the  collection  of  the  college,  and  is  described  in  the  Catalogue 
as  follows:   "No.    4,  George  Washington,  b.    1732,  d.  1799 — LL.U.,  177C.    Artist, 
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Edward  Savage,  1790 — Donor,  Edward  Savage,  1792.  Presdt.  United  States,  1789 
-1797.     First  LL.D.  of  Harvard  College." 

The  record  of  that  Institution,  August  30,  1791,  reads  :  "Voted,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  Corporation  be  given  to  Mr.  Edward  Savage,  for  his  polite  and  generous 
attention  to  this  University,  in  painting  a  portrait  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  taken  by  him  from  the  life;  and  that  Mr.  Savage's  brother,  be  requested 
to  transmit  to  him  this  vote." 

Mr.  Savage  went  abroad  the  following  year,  and  studied  for  a  time  in  London, 
under  Benjamin  West,  and  afterwards  visited  Italy.  He  subsequently  practiced  at 
Philadelphia  and  New  York.  He  died  at  his  native  place  in  July,  181 7.  The  first 
Engraving  of  the  Picture  was  "Published  Feb.  7,  1792,  l)y  E.  Savage,  No.  29 
Charles  Street,  Middx.  Hospital." 

"The  portrait  of  Washington,  as  given  in  the  prints,  possesses  an  air  of  truth- 
fulness and  individuality  which  wai rants  the  assertion,  that  the  artist  was  faithful 
to  his  original,  and  in  sympathy  with  a  character  whose  dignity  he  felt,  so  far  as 
was  in  his  power,  must  be  preserved." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Charles  W.  Parsons, 
,  Wm.  B.  Weeden, 

Stephen  H.  Arnold, 

Conjmittee  on  the  Library. 
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Providence,  January  3,    1887. 

To  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

The  Committee  on  Publications  respectfully  report  that  they 
have  caused  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  to  be  printed  and  that 
the  copies  have  been  distributed  as  usual.  The  Committee  have 
considered  that  in  the  present  condition  of  the  funds  it  is  not 
expedient  to  commence  on  any  other  enterprise  of  publication. 

G.  M.  Carpenter, 

for  the  Committee, 


KKl'OKTS    OF    rUOCl'liATOWS.  37 

REPORTS  OF  PROCURATORS. 


Report  of  the  Rev,  "Shi.  Poktek. 

Pawtiickct,  elamiaiv    1  1,    1887. 

To  the  Rhode  Island  Histoimcal  Society  : 

A  year  ago  we  announced  otiicially  to  this  Sot-icty  tliat  Paw- 
tucket  was  a  city.  After  a  year  of  luuuicipal  existence,  we  are 
glad  to  report  that  we  are  still  a  city,  and  arc  well  satisfied  with 
our  i^rogress  and  present  condition.  l>ut  with  regard  to  our 
relation  with  tlie  Historical  Society,  we  are  not  satisHe(l.  "lour 
Procurator  speaks,  he  is  sure,  tor  a  largi-  nuniher  of  his  teUow- 
eitizens  when  he  states  that  there  ouglit  to  he  a  branch  of  this 
Society  organized  in  Pawtucket,  to  create  a  local  and  a  general 
interest  in  historical  matters  connected  with  the  town  and  with 
the  State.  He  would  suggest  that  a  Committee  l)e  appointed 
to  visit  Pawtucket  some  evening,  and  present  the  objects  and 
methods  of  this  Society  and  take  the  first  stejjs  toward  such  an 
organization.  The  beginning  would  be  to  secure  an  evening 
when  the  Business  Men's  Association  would  open  their  rooms 
and  furnish  among  themselves  and  invited  friends  an  appreci- 
ative audience,  for  such  addresses  as  would  be  made  by  rejjre- 
sentative  men  of  this  Society,  At  that  meeting,  or  growing 
out  of  it.  would  come  what  would  serve  our  interests  most  bene- 
ficially. In  Pawtucket  we  have  been  too  busy  making  history, 
increasing  our  j>opuhuion,  enlarging  oui-  imhistrial  agencies,  to 
have  much  time  for  even  a  survey  of  our  past  life,  to  say  nothing 
of  a  deeper  and  more  studious  investigation  into  the  annals  of 
a  hundred  years  ago. 

Your  Procurator  makes  this  as  his  most  important  and  sug- 
gestive, and  possibly  most  fruitful  contribution  from  Pawtucket 
to  the  annual  meeting  of  this  Society. 

i:.    II.    Poutei:, 

Procurator. 
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Report  of  Mr.  Arnold. 

Hamilton,  January  11,    1887. 

To  THE  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society  : 

As  one  of  your  Procurators  for  the  southern  part  of  our  State 
we  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  kept  constantly  in  mind  the 
object  of  our  appointment,  and  have  impressed  upon  the  minds 
of  those  with  whom  we  have  come  in  contact  the  importance  of 
preserving  old  papers,  pamphlets  and  other  relics  of  antiquity. 
To  those  persons  into  whose  possession  many  articles  come  that 
are  valueless  to  them  but  to  the  historian  and  antiquarian  would 
be  of  inestimable  value,  to  these  we  urge  that  nothing  should 
be  destroyed  in  this  line  until  it  had  first  passed  under  the  eye 
of  an  experienced  historian  and  scholar.  If  we  have  not  been 
able  to  obtain  much  for  your  Cabinet,  we  flatter  ourselves  we 
have  been  the  means  of  stopping  destruction  of  several  private 
manuscript  collections. 

In  conclusion  we  would  urge  that  a  small  pamphlet  giving 
the  needs  of  the  Society  in  this  department  would  be  of  much 
value  in  the  future  procuration  of  many  valuable  papers  and 
manuscripts. 

Respectfully, 

Jas.  N.  Arnold. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRKASri^Ki;, 


General  Fund. 

Richmond  P.   Everett,    Treasurer,   in   aerount  with  the   Rhode  Island 
Historical  Societv. 


I)K. 

iS86. 
Jan.    \2.     To  cash  on  hand  ..... 

1887. 
Jan.    II.         Taxes  from  227   members    .... 
Taxes  overdue  from  4  members 
Fees  from  admission  from    14  members 
Library  Committee  .  .  ,  . 

Interest  from  Providence   Institution  for  Savings  from 
Life   Membership   Fund    .... 


Cr. 


1S87. 


Ian.    II.      Kellogg    Printing   Company   for  jiulilishing  proceedings 
of  1885-86 
Fuel,  Gas  and  Janitor 
Building  and  Grounds 
Postages,  meetings  and  express 
Library  Committee 
Cash  on  hand 


Jan.   8,    1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the    Rhode  Islniid 
Hospital  Trust  Co.  .... 


681 

00 

12 

00 

70 

00 

76 

37 

44 

04 

S883 

42 

Sl2() 

00 

235 

83 

230 

39 

198 

95 

80 

26 

I  I 

99 

S883 

42 

SlI 

99 

RiCII.MOM)     1'.     KVKKK'IT, 

Treasurer. 


Providence,  January   8,   18S7. 
We  have  examined  the  above  account  and   found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Wai.kkr, 
Lewis  J.  Chack, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

.  ludil  Committee. 
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Life  Membership  Fund. 


Richmond  P.  Everett,    Treasurei',  in  account  -with  the  Rhode  Island 
Historical  Society. 

Dr. 

1886. 
Jan.    12.     To  cash  on  hand    ..... 
March   29.     John  W.  Danielson,   for  membership 
July   21.  Interest  from  Providence  Institution   for  .Savings   for 

January  and  July,    1886 
July   15.  Interest  from    Mechanics  .Savings  Bank    for  January 

and  July,    1886  .... 

51,395  06 
Cr. 
1886. 
.■\ug.   28.     Interest    from    Providence    Institution  for  Savings  for 

January  and  July,   1886  ....  #44  04 

1887. 
Jan.    II.     Cash  on  hand  ......  1,351   02 


51,292 

40 

50 

00 

44 

04 

8 

62 

5 1, 395  06 


Jan.  8,   1887.     There  is  deposited  in  the  Providence  In- 
stitution for  Savings       .  .  .  .  .       51,090  90 
In  the  Mechanics  Savings  Bank    ....  260   12 


51,351   02 


Richmond  P.  Everk'it, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,   1887. 
We  have  exammed   the  above  account  and   found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Walker, 
Lewis  J.  Chace, 
Edwin  Barrows, 

Audit  Comiuittee. 
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Publication  Fund. 


Richmonii  P.   Ever  fit.    Treasurer,  in  account  -vitli  the  Rhode  /slaiii/ 
Historical  Society. 

Dk. 

1 886. 
Jan.    12.     To  cash  on   hand    ......  Sl66  39 

1887. 
Jan.   II.         Hooks  sold  by  11.  Gregory  -2  25 

Books  sold  to  members  10  00 

Interest  7   10 


«205    74 

Ck. 

1S87. 
Jan.    II.     l^ash  on  hand  ......  S205   74 

|an.  8,    1887.     There  is  deposited    in  the   Rhode    Island 

Hospital  Trust  Co.         .....  $205   74 

Richmond  P.  Evkkett, 

Treasurer. 

Providence,  January  8,   1887. 
We  have  examincfl   the  above  account  and   found  the  same  correct. 

John  P.  Walker, 
,  Lewis  J.  Chace, 

Edwin  Barrows, 

Audit   Committee. 


42  RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 


TOWN-NAMES  IN  RHODE  ISLAND. 


By  Charles  W.  Parsons,  M.  D. 


The  papers  of  Messrs.  Dexter  and  Trumbull  on  town-names 
in  Connecticut,  and  of  Mr.  William  H.  Whitmore  on  those  in 
Massachusetts,  show  that  such  a  study  may  be  made  to  yield 
interesting-  historical  lessons.  The  material  in  our  small  State 
is  much  less  ample  ;  it  affords  less  opportunity  for  generaliza- 
tion ;  yet  it  may  perha[)s  be  not  wholly  uninstructive. 

Two  remarks  of  negative  character  may  help  to  clear  the 
ground.  First — Among  the  corporate  names  of  towns  and  cities 
in  Rhode  Island,  there  are  none  of  either  scriptural  or  classical 
origin;  no  Salem  or  Rehoboth,  no  Rome  nor  Pompey.  The  curi- 
ous affectation,  which  dotted  central  New  York  with  names  froui 
the  classical  dictionary,  never  prevailed  here.  Our  early  colo- 
nists made  less  account  of  Jewish  examples  in  their  civil  polity  ; 
they  were  less  brought  up  on  an  Old  Testament  diet,  than  their 
nearest  neighbors.  Still,  there  were  only  three  names  of  bibli- 
cal origin  in  the  colonial  period,  in  Massachusetts  and  Plymouth 
(Salem,  Rehoboth  and  Sharon). 

The  first  town-name  in  Rhode  Island,  though  not  biblical, 
was  a  memorial  of  [)ious  gratitude  and  trust.  Williams  derives 
it  from  the  many  "Providences  of  the  Most  Holy  and  Only 
Wise,"  connected  with  his  flight  from  Salem.  The  name  ap- 
pears to  have  been  original  with  him  ;  Providence  in  the  Baha- 
mas was  not  named  till  1H67. 

Secondly — Until  a  very  recent  time,  only  one  town  in  Rhode 
Island  had  a  name  of  Indian  origin,  and  that  was  borrowed  at 
second  hand.  This  was  the  more  remarkable  because  so  many 
villages  and  natural  features  had  Indian  names.  My  father  col- 
lected more  than  300  such  titles.      The  onlv  earlv  town-name 
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in  the  State  of  probahlo  Indian  derivation,  was  Scituate  ;  and 
this  came  from  Seitnate  in  Plymonth  connty,  Mass.  In  Febrn- 
arv,  1780-31.  the  "onthmds  of  tlie  Town  of  Providence"  were 
set  ofi"  and  incorporated  into  three  towns.  One  of  tliesc  was 
caHed  SCITl  ATE,  on  account  of  a  recent  emigration  of  fami- 
lies from  the  Massachusetts  Scituate.*  This  emio-ration  is 
assigned  by  the  Rev.  C.  C.  Beaman  to  the  year  1710.  The 
other  towns  then  set  off  were  Smithfield  and  Glocester. 

PA^VTl:CKET  and  WOOXSOC'KET  were  the  names  of 
hirge  centres  of  population,  without  corporate  individuality,  in 
K.  I.,  till  Pawtuckct  was  incorporated  in  1(S()2,  and  AVoonsocket 
in  18G7.    These  make  in  all  three  names  of  Indian  origin. 

Several  towns  have  names  derived  from  PERSONS  ;  and  I 
will  consider  these  mainly  in  the  order  of  their  incorporation. 

WAR\\'ICK.  First  settled,  under  the  Indian  name  of  Sha- 
womet,  in  l()42-3.  The  Charter  of  "Incorporation  of  Provi- 
dence Plantations  in  the  Xarragansett  Bay  in  New  England," 
dated  in  March,  l()43-4,  was  officially  signed  by  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  held  the  appointment  of  "Governor-in-Chief  and 
Lord  High  Admiral  of  the  Colonies,"  under  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment, The  Earl  also  befriended  Gorton,  and  gave  him  a  letter 
which  ensured  his  safe  return  through  Boston,  on  his  way  from 
England.  When,  in  1647,  the  colony  was  organized  under  this 
Charter  which  the  Earl  had  been  instrumental  in  obtaining, 
Warwick,  though  not  named  in  this  Charter,  took  its  place  with 
the  three  towns  that  were  so  named,  and  adopted  the  title  of 
\\  arwiek,  in  coin|)linu'nt  to  the  Earl. 

JAMESTOWN  (including  the  island  of  Quononoquott)  was 
incorporated  in  Nov.,  1678,  and  named  in  honor  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  Albany, ^ who  in  168o  succeeded  iiis  brother  Charles 
under  the  title  (jf  James  II.  His  various  titles  re-appear  in 
American  geography,  from  Dukes  county,  ^lass.  (which  includes 
Martha's   Vineyard),  to  the  city   and   State  of  New  York,  and 
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the  capital  of  that  State,  Albany.  All  these  names  represent 
his  claims  to  ownership,  founded  on  a  patent  given  by  his  brother 
Charles  II.,  in  March,  1664,  and  followed  by  the  transfoi-nia- 
tion  of  New  Amsterdam  into  New  Yoi'k. 

In  August,  1738,  CHARLESTOWN  was  set  apart  from 
Westerly.  It  was  named,  perhaps,  in  compliment  to  King  Charles 
and  his  charter.  But  Charles  had  been  dead  53  years  ;  and  the 
name  may  have  been  an  expression  of  attachment  to  the  claims 
of  the  Pretender,  Charles  Edward.  The  Stuart  kings  make  a 
sorry  figure  in  English  history  ;  yet  they  have  impressed  their 
names  very  extensively  on  the  geogra[)hical  nomenclature  of  this 
country,  from  Xcav England  to  Carolina.  The  reason  is,  that  the 
time  between  their  accession  in  the  person  of  James  I.  and  their 
inglorious  exit  was  eminently  the  period  of  Anglo-American 
colonization. 

In  January,  1746-7,  five  towns  along  our  eastern  boundary 
were  transferred  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to 
that  of  Rhode  Island.  The  names  of  tw(»  of  these  commemor- 
ate historic  characters. 

CUMBERLAND  was  previously  known  as  Attleboro'  Gore, 
being  a  triangular  portion  of  the  town  of  Attleboro,  in  Bristol 
county,  Mass.  It  is  understood  to  have  been  named  in  honor  of 
Prince  AVilliam,  Duke  of  Cumberland,  Avho  had  distinguished 
himself  a  year  or  two  before  by  his  successful  and  bloody  sup- 
pression of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in  l>ehalf  of  the  Pretender.  In 
this  service  he  showed  great  military  talent,  young  though  he 
was  ;  he  won  the  victory  of  Culloden  when  barely  25  years  old 
(16  April,  1746). 

WARREN,  incorporated  at  the  same  time,  took  its  name 
from  Sir  Peter  (afterward  Admiral)  Warren,  commander  of  the 
English  fleet  that  cooperated  with  Sir  William  Pepperrell  in  the 
reduction  of  the  French  stronohold  of  Louisbury-,  in  1745.  That 
achievement  was  fresh  in  people's  minds  when  this  transfer  of 
territory  to  R.  I.,  w^as  made.  Sir  Peter  had  other  connections 
with  the  colonies  ;  he  married  a  Miss  De  Lancy  of  New  York, 
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and  owned  large  estates  in  the  Mohawk  \alh'\;  his  nephew, 
who  came  over  from  Ireland  to  serve  as  his  agent,  hecanie  t'a- 
nions  under  the  name  ot"  Sir  \Vin.  Joimson. 

BAKHIXGTOX  was  set  oti  from  Swanzey,  Mass.,  in  1717. 
It  hehl  its  separate  existenee  till  1747.  when  it  was  merged  with 
a  ])art  of  Kehohoth  and  Swan/.ey  into  a  new  township  called 
A\'arren,  of  which  we  have  jnst  spoken,  and  with  it  was  annexed 
to  K.  I.  In  1770,  on  a  petition  from  the  freemen  of  that  part 
of  Warren  w  hich  was  originally  Barrington,  thev  were  set  apart, 
and  I>arrington  Ix'came  once  more  a  cor[toratc  town,  this  time 
lielonging  to  K.  I.  ^Vhenee  did  it  originally  get  its  name  in  1717  ? 
Mr.r.\\'.  Bicknell.  writes,  in  a  letter  to  oin- Seeretarv  :  "Possi- 
hlv  from  the  |>arish  of  Ijarriniiton  in  .Somersetshire,  Enirland, 
from  which  some  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  tow  n  had  come  ; 
more  probably  in  honor  of  Sir  John  Harrington,  a  leading  dis- 
senter, born  in  1(578,  and  dying  in  1784." 

Lord  Bai-rington.  originallv  .[ohn  Shuti'.  was  a  leader  of  the 
••liber:d  dissenti-rs,"  a  fiiend  and  disciple  of  John  Locke,  and 
held  various  honoiai)le  appointments.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  Parliament  under  ( ieorge  I.,  171.").  a  vcar  or  two  before 
the  Massachusetts  town  took  his  name  ;  and  in  that  Parliament 
he  distinguished  himself  by  advocating  a  liberal  policy  toward 
dissenters.  His  brotlu'r.  Sanuiel  Shute.  was  royal  governor  of 
Massachusetts,  at  the  time  this  town  was  named,  ami  arrived  in 
Pioston  with  his  conunission  during  the  pre\  ions  autunni  (()ct., 
171(5).  Hi'  is  the  goNcrnor  whose  bignbrious  thaid<sgiving  pro- 
clamation adorns  our  walls.  This  coincidence  oj'  dates  inclines 
me  to  fa\()r  Mr.   Bicknell's  conjecture. 

Down  to  near  the  middle  of  the  I  Nth  century,  the  personal 
names  given  to  our  towns  lia\c  been  tliosi'  of  Knglish  statesmen 
or  connnand(  IS.  Plu-  glories  ot'  I'/Ugland  were  dcai'  to  her  colo- 
nists who  called  her  their  home.  As  consciousness  oi  a  distin<'t 
life  and  destinv  was  slowly  awakened,  we  find  towns  paying 
their  c(jmpliments  in  this  way  to  public  men  ot  the  colons  or 
State. 
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RICHMOND  Avas  set  off  from  C'harlestown  in  1747.  Accord- 
ing to  the  R.  I.  (^ensus  for  1885,  it  is  thought  to  have  been 
named  for  Edward  Richmond,  attorney-general  of  the  colony, 
1677-1680.  Perhaps  Richmond  is  a  transferred  English  town- 
name. 

In  March,  1757.  HOPKINTON  was  set  off  from  AVesterly. 
Stephen  Hopkins,  already  eminent  by  public  services,  was  just 
approaching  the  end  of  his  first  period  of  two  consecutive  years 
in  the  office  of  Governor.  In  iNIay  following,  he  was  succeeded 
by  William  Greene,  who  died  in  office,  making  way  for  the 
reelection  of  Hopkins.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  name 
given  to  the  new  town  was  a  compliment  to  the  retiring  Gov- 
ernor. 

Within  about  a  dozen  years  after  the  territory  of  R.  1.  had 
been  increased  as  we  have  seen  along  its  eastern  boundary,  the 
area  of  Providence  was  lessened  by  the  separation  of  two  tovv^ns 
lying  to  the  south  and  west  of  it.  Both  were  named  in  compli- 
ment to  civil  officers  of  the  colony. 

CRANSTON,  incorporated  in  June,  1754,  took  its  name 
from  Samuel  Cranston  of  Newport,  who  was  chosen  Governor 
under  the  colonial  charter  by  annual  election  for  almost  thirty 
years,  serving  from  1698  to  1727.  The  family-name  has  been 
conspicuous  in  political  life  in  the  State  from  the  earliest  times 
to  our  own  ;  and  is  traced  back  to  old  Scotch  nol)ility.  While  I 
was  searching  in  the  University  of  Padua,  Italy,  for  some  memo- 
rial of  the  illustrious  Wm.  Harvey,  once  a  student  there,  I  found 
the  name  of  ^'■Cranston,  Scotits,"  among  the  inscriptions  and 
armorial  bearings  that  line  its  corridors. 

JOHNSTON  was  incorporated  in  March,  175*J.  It  was  so 
called  in  honor  of  Augustus  J.,  who  in  1757  had  been  chosen 
aitorney-general  of  the  colony.  He  held  that  office  till  1765. 
In  that  year,  the  stamp-act  was  passed,  and  Johnston  was  ap- 
pointed stam[)-distril)utor  for  R.  I.  In  August  he  resigned  this 
last  appointment,  refusing  "to  execute  his  office  against  the  will 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  People."    But  this  did  not  hinder  his 
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being  inoMx'd  and  han^i'd  and  hnrnt  in  ctliuv  .  at  Newport,  in 
eoin[)any  with  Martin  Howard,  Jr.,  and  Dr.  Thomas  Mofhitt.  a 
few  days  hiter.  He  resionod  the  office  ofattoriiey-^-eneral  ininie- 
diiitely  after.  For  a  notiee  of  him,  .sei'  I'l^hke's  Memoirs  of  H. 
I.  Bar,  p.  ()"),  &c.  * 

FOSTKR  was  incorporated  in  Auiiiist,  ITS],  Ix-ing- set  off 
from  Scituate.  It  was  named  for  Hon.  rheo(h)i-e  Foster,  whose 
services  as  U.  S.  Senator  and  as  collector  of  historical  docnments 
are  wi'li  desci-ihed  in  the  last  volnme  of  onr  Society's  Collections. 
l\etirin<;-  from  pnhlie  life  in  l.SO,"^,  he  went  to  reside  in  the  town 
which  was  named  from  him,  and  where  he  had  lonif  owned 
landed  property.  He  was  acct)mpanit'd  hy  his  friend  Dr.  Drowne, 
for  whom  he  had  a  romantic  attachment. 

BURIHLLVHJ^E,  taken  from  (iloeester,  in  ISOC.  was 
named  from  Hon.  James  Burrill,  Ji-.,  then  attornev-<i-eneral  of 
the  State,  afterward  chief  justice,  and  T.  S.  Senator,  and  a 
benefactor  of  the  town. 

LINCOLN,  one  of  our  youngest  towns,  was  created  l)\-  the 
dismemberment  of  Smithfield  in  IMJl,  and  named  in  honor  ot 
President  Lincoln. 

Several  towns  have  names  apparently  borrowed  from  Flacks 
in  ExoLAND.  Such  are  FoirrsMoiTii  (settled  in  1()8S),  New 
SiioKKiiAAi    ( ineorjjorated    1(!72),  Fast    (  ikkknw  icii  (1()77). 

(iL(>(  KSTEH  (1781),  CoVENTltY  (1741),  ExETEII  (174:^-;)), 
and  three  of  the  towns  which  were  transferred  from  Mass.  in 
17J<!-7:  namely,  BiMsTOL,  TiVEitToN  and  LiTTr,E  CoMi'TON. 
All  these  names  were  assigned  during  the  colonial  pciiod. 
Most  of  the  PLnglish  towns  whose  names  were  thus  transplanted 
to  K.  I.,  arc  in  the  southei'n  maritime  counties,  whose  mer- 
chants, seamen  and  fishermen  furnished  a  considcral)le  part  of  tli<> 
early  emigration  to  New  England.  It  would  be  verv  interesting 
if  we  could  connect  these  transferred  names  with  the  particular 
poi'ts  or  districts  from  wliii-h  the  fii-st  settlers  of' the  se\cral  |ila- 
ccs  in  R.  I.  came,  (ienealogy  and  history  might  illustrate  one 
another,  by  showing  that  families  brought  with  them  and  applied 
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to  their  new  abodes  tlie  local  designations  most  familiar  to  them 
in  England. 

For  example  :  The  Phillips  family  has  from  the  first  been 
prominent  in  Exeter,  R.  I.,  and  "is  said  by  tradition  in  the 
family  to  have  emigrated  from  Exeter  in  England."  Updike, 
says,  •'Samuel  Phillips,  the  first  of  whom  I  have  any  notice, 
died  in  1736,  aged  eighty-one."  Six  or  seven  years  later  (1742-3) 
our  Exeter  was  incorporated  ;  possibly  in  compliment  to  the 
recently  deceased  patriarch,  or  in  memory  of  the  older  Exeter. 
(History  of  Narragansett  church,  page  120.) 

The  following  sentence  in  the  act  incorporating  New  Shore- 
ham  probably  illustrates  the  feeling  that  dictated  the  choice  of 
names  ; 

"And  further  more  bee  it  enacted,  that  said  towne  on  Block 
Island,  at  the  request  and  for  the  )-easons  by  the  inhabitants 
showed,  and  as  signs  of  onr  unity  and  likeness  to  many  parts 
of  onr  native  conntry,  the  said  Block  Island  shall  be  called 
New  Shoreham,  otherwise  Block  Island." 

Mr.  Whitinore  in  his  thorough  analysis  of  town-names  in 
Mass.,  presented  to  the  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  favors  the  belief  that 
many  of  these  Avere  borrowed  from  former  abodes  of  the  emi- 
grants. He  writes,  "The  most  marked  peculiarity  of  these  early 
names  is,  that  their  English  namesakes  are  so  obscure.  We  feel 
at  once  assured  that  these  names  were  not  adopted  by  chance,  or 
on  general  grounds  ;  l)ut  that  each  represents  some  local  affec- 
tion, some  individual  reason,  which  may  still  be  traced  out  by 
careful  study." 

Perhajjs  some  difference  might  l)e  expected  to  exist  between 
the  towns  of  Mass.  and  R.  I.  in  this  respect.  Massachusetts 
was  first  planted  by  organized  migration  ;  Rhode  Island  by  small 
bands  of  loosely  associated  refugees.  The  towns  of  the  two  colo- 
nies bore  the  impress  of  their  origin.  Characteristic  Rhode  Island 
towns  were  often  settled  many  years  before  they  were  incorpor- 
ated ;  several  of  them  were  set  off  from  other  towns  that  were 
already  old.      Those  not  lying  on  the  shores  of  the  Bay,  were 
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planted  by  hackwoodsincii  and  pioneers.  They  existed  tor  years 
without  leg^al  establislinient.  Their  corporate  names  were  chosen 
at  a  hiter  time,  and  were  less  likely  to  be  determined  by  the 
reminiscences  and  yearniniis  of  the  first  inhal)itants.  The  char- 
acteristic Massachusetts  town  o'rcw  up  with  the  mcctini;-house 
and  burial-ii'round  and  conunon  tor  its  centre  ;  the  typical  iidand 
R.  I.  town  straggled  into  Ijcing ;  its  meeting-house  tardily 
springing  up  on  the  roadside,  or  at  some  four-corners,  its  dead 
bui'ied  in  orchard  or  home-lot. 

BRISTOL  belonged  originally  to  Plymouth  Colony.  In 
8e[)t.,  1()<S1,  the  people  agreed  on  the  name,  in  compliment  to 
Bristol,  En<>land.  It  was  not  selected  because  the  owners  came 
from  the  English  Bristol ;  but  the  settlers  founding  a  "town  for 
trade,"  the  site  of  which  was  chosen  for  its  commercial  advanta- 
ges, named  it  for  the  chief  seat  of  colonial  commerce,  next  to 
London,  in  the  home  country.  Prof.  Diman  refers  to  some  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the  elder  Bristol, — "the  city 
from  which  Sebastian  Cabot  sailed  on  the  voyage  that  resulted 
in  the  discovery  of  the  American  continent;  the  city  which  Ed- 
mund liurke  re[)resente(l  in  Parliament  when  he  vindicated  in 
strains  of  unsurpassed  eloquence  the  rights  of  the  colonies." 

Other  memories  come  nearer  home  to  the  hearts  of  Uhodc- 
Islanders.  Bristol  was  the  port  from  which  Koger  Williams  first 
sailed  for  New  England.  He  speaks  of  it  in  two  of  his  letters. 
In  1G53,  writing  to  the  daughter  of  his  early  friend  and  i)atron. 
Sir  Edward  Coke,  he  thus  refers  to  his  flight  from  England,  and 
to  her  father:  "It  was  as  bitter  as  death  to  me,  when  I  rode 
Windsor  way  to  take  ship  at  Bristow,*  and  saw  Stoke  House 
where  the  blessed  man  was  ;  and  I  then  durst  not  acquaint  him 
with  my  conscience  and  n)y  flight." 

To  his  friend  John  Winthrop  the  younger,  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut, he  writes  :  "Your  loving  lines  in  this  cold  dead  season 
were  as  a  cup  of  your  Connecticut  i-ider,   which  we  are  glad  to 


*The  old  form  of  the  name,  Bristol. 
7 
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hear  abounds  with  you  ;  or  of  that  western  metheglin  which  you 
and  I  have  drunk  at  I^ristol  together."  Metheglin  was  a  bever- 
age made  of  honey  and  water,  fermented  and  often  spiced.  We 
may  reasonably  hope  that  indulgence  in  it  never  compromised 
the  ])ersonal  dignity  of  these  two  New  England  worthies. 

The  Xarragansett  Historical  Register  for  January,  1886,  con- 
tains an  article  illustrating  the  derivation  of  the  name  of  EAST 
GREENWICH  in  Rhode  Island  from  a  district  of  London  in 
Kent  county,  England. 

NEAA'PORT  probably  owes  its  name  to  its  situation,  and  the 
excellence  of  its  harbor.  Portsmouth  proving  less  favorable  in 
this  respect  than  they  hoped,  the  settlers  welcomed  a  neiv  port. 

SMITHFIP^LD  (1730—1)  is  a  name  of  uncertain  origin.  The 
only  Smithfield  that  I  know  of  in  England  is  a  part  of  London, 
noted  for  its  martyrs  and  markets.  I  know  not  why  the  pioneers 
in  these  "outlands"  should  have  adopted  this  name.  It  may 
be  a  family-name,  but  I  am  not  aware  that  Smiths  are  more 
common  there  than  elsewhere.  Mr.  Erastus  Richardson,  the 
historian  of  Woonsocket,  favors  me  with  the  following  :  "Smiths 
were  neither  as  numerous  or  as  influential  as  other  people,  who 
resided  therein — the  Mowrys,  Arnolds,  Wilkinsons,  &c.,  &c. 
for  instance.  On  the  other  hand,  a  party  by  the  name  of  Smith 
deeded  the  land  upon  which  the  Quaker  Meeting  House  was 
erected  and  where  the  Friends  were  buried.  The  date  of  the  deed 
is  Dec.  19,  1719.  And  as  the  Friends  were  the  chief  movers  in 
politics  as  well  as  religion  in  those  days,  perhaps,  in  honor  of  the 
grantor,  they  may  have  named  the  town  "Smithfield." 

KING'S  TO'^A'NE  Avas  incorporated  in  Oct  ,  1674.  It  was 
the  principal  town  of  "King's  Province,"  under  which  name  the 
Narragansett  country  was  established  as  a  special  gOAcrnment, 
by  the  royal  commissioners  in  March,  1664—5.  Unable  to  ad- 
just the  claims  of  different  parties  in  this  region  on  equitable 
principles,  they  set  up  this  Province,  forbidding  all  persons  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  therein  without  authority  from  themselves, 
and  appointing  the  governor  and  council  of  R.  I.  as  Magistrates 
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there  for  the  time  beins;.  When  tlie  hirjjest  town  ciune  to  be 
incorporated,  k'fi.s  than  ten  years  Liter,  it  took  this  h)val  name, 
whieh  is  thns  an  eeho  of"  the  deterenee  to  ro\alty  that  aetnated 
the  commissioners  of  Kinji'  Charles  in  1()(>4.  In  1722—."),  it  was 
divided  into  North  and  Sonth  Kingstown,  the  former  town  re- 
taining the  prestige  of  keeping  the  records,  and  being  regarded 
as  the  older  town. 

LastW  —  Several  towns  l)ear  names  that  indicate  their  geo- 
grajiical  relations  to  neighboring  places.  Such  are  Westerly 
(1  ()(!!)),  Soi'Tii  IvixGSTOwx  (1723),  West  Greexwicii 
(1741),  MiDDLETowx  (1743),  XoiiTii  Pkovidexce  (17()5), 
East  Pkovidexce  (181)2),  and  North  Smithfield  (1871). 
These  need  not  detain  us. 

To  recajjitulatc  :  The  thirty-six  town  and  city  names  in  Khode 
Island  may  be  classified  as  follows,  in  regard  to  their  derivation  : 

I.  Personal.  Warwick,  Jamestown,  Charlestown, 
Cumberland,  AVarren,  Barrington,  Richmond  (?),  IIop- 
kinton,  Cranston,  Johnston,  Foster,  Burrillville,  Lin- 
coln, .  .  .  .  .  .13 

II.  From  E)t()lish  Places.  Portsmouth,  New  Shore- 
ham,  East  Greenwich,  Glocester,  Coventry,  Exeter, 
Bristol,  Tiverton,  Little  Compton,        ...  9 

III.  Topographically  Pescrlptive.  Newport,  West- 
terly.  South  Kingstown,  West  Greenwich,  ^Nliddletown, 
North  Providence,  East  Providence,  North   Smithfield,  8 

IV.  Indian.      Scituate,   Pawtucket,  AN'oonsocket     .  3 

V.  Prom  Pious  Sentime^it.     Providence  .  .  1 

VI.  Prom    Loyal    Sentiment.      North   Kingstown,  1 

VII.  Doubtful.      Smithfield,  ...  1 

Total,  .  .  .  3G 
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THE  DATE  OF  PASSING  THE  SENTENCE  OF 
BANISHMENT  ON  ROGER  WILLIAMS. 


By  John  Andrews  Howl  and. 


Writers  upon  Roger  Williams  have  given  varying  dates  for 
the  passing  of  the  sentence  upon  him.  The  Massachusetts  Colo- 
nial Records  give  no  date  to  the  proceedings  when  the  sentence 
was  passed  ;  but  the  proceedings  are  I'ecorded  next  following 
those  of  the  September  Session,  which  adjourned  to  October  8, 
and  which  held  two  days,  and  on  the  second  day  (October  9), 
the  sentence  was  passed.  On  the  margin  of  the  page  of  the 
printed  records  where  the  sentence  is  found  is  erroneously  placed 
Sept.  3,  which  led  i\Ir.  J.  R.  Bartlett  and  Mr.  Palfrey  to  give 
that  date  as  the  date  of  the  sentence.  These  varying  dates  have 
led  to  a  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  the  dates  given  by 
writers  and  some  occurrences  will  lead  to  the  conclusion  derived 
from  them. 

Knowles' Memoir  of  Williams,  says:  "His  sentence  of  ban- 
ishment was  passed  November  3,  1(335."  This  is  a  mistake. 
There  was  no  session  of  the  General  Court  in  November  ;  and 
thus  in  following  Knowles,  later  writers  have  been  misled.  In 
two  later  lives  of  Williams  :  in  Staples'  'Annals  of  Providence  ; 
in  the  introduction  (v.  1,)  to  the  Writings  of  Roger  Williams," 
published  by  the  Narragansett  Club;  and.  in  Arnold's  "History 
of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,"  this  erroneous  date  of  November 
3,  is  given  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence.  In  the  "W^orks  of 
Judge  Job  Durfee,"  his  notes  to  "What  Cheer"  give  the  same 
date.  Backus  and  Benedict  in  their  Histories  of  the  Baptists,  give 
the  sentence  under  October,  in  this  following  Winthrop.      Mr. 
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John  K.  Bartlctt,  in  notes  to  the  "Colonial  Records  of  Rhode 
Island,"  gives  September  3,  for  the  sentence ;  and  Palfrey's 
"History  of  New  England"  (1858),  gives  the  same  date.  In 
the  edition  of  1882,  the  sentence  is  given  as  having  been  passed 
October  8.  Mr.  J.  L.  Diman  in  the  "Pnblications  of  the  Nar- 
ragansett  Club"  (v.  2,  p.  239),  gives  the  8th  October  for  its 
passage.  Rev.  Henry  Martyn  Dexter,  in  "As  to  Roger  AVil- 
liams,"  is  the  first  writer  to  give  the  probably  true  date  of  C)c- 
tober  9,  for  the  passing  of  the  sentence.  They  seem  to  have 
concluded,  that  the  proceedings,  which  are  without  date  on  pp. 
1G2-103  of  the  Bay  Records,  on  which  last  page  is  recorded  the 
sentence,  were  of  an  adjourned  session  from  September  3,  to 
October  8.  And  this  must  be  a  correct  conclusion,  for  there  is 
no  other  record  of  the  proceedings  of  that  adjourned  session.  At 
the  session  of  the  General  Court  July  8,  when,  as  AN'inthrop 
relates,  Williams  and  the  ministers  were  present,  and  he  was 
heartily  denounced  by  the  Court  and  the  ministers,  he  was  or- 
dered by  the  Court  to  appear  at  its  next  session  and  then  give 
satisfaction  or  to  expect  the  sentence. 

The  next  session  was  September  2  ;  transacted  some  business 
and  adjourned  to  the  next  day  at  8  o'clock  ;  and  its  proceedings 
(Sept.  3,) — making  no  mention  of  AVilliams — close  on  p.  1(51 
with  the  words:  "The  Court  is  ndiorned  to  the  Thursday  after 
the  next  meeting  of  the  i)ticular  court."  That  is,  of  the  Governor 
and  Assistants,  or  Court  of  Assistants,  or  ]Magistrates,  as  it  was 
termed,  which  met  October  6,  and  the  Thursday  after  was  the 
8th. 

The  first  day  (October  8.)  of  that  adjourned  session, — Wil- 
liams and  all  the  ministers  of  the  l)ay  being  present, — the  min- 
isters to  gi\e  thcii-  help  Mud  advise  as  to  what  should  be  doni' 
with  this  (in  their  estimation)  pestilent  heresiarch, — was  passed 
first,  perha[)S,  in  the  iianishing  of  flolm  Smyth  for  offences  simi- 
lar to  those  charged  upon  "Williams;  that  is,  ••for  dy vers  dan- 
gerous opinions  which  he  holdetli  and  hath  dixuigcd  :"  then  in 
eonsiderinsr  the  charjics    ai^ainst  \\'illiaiiis  :   and  when    the   ofier 
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was  made  him  by  the  Court  to  discuss  tlie  cliarges  at  a  subse- 
quent diiy  and  he  chose  to  liave  the  discussion  at  once,  Mr. 
Hooker  was  appointed  by  the  Court  to  hold  the  controversy  with 
him. 

What  with  Mr.  Hooker's  endeavors  to  convince  him  of  his 
errors,  and  Williams'  rejoinders  in  maintaining  his  opinions,  the 
day  passed.  Mr.  Dexter  in  "As  to  Roger  AVilliams"  (p.  53), 
says  of  the  ministers  :  "Altogether  it  was  a  distino-uished  com- 
pany,  and  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  Massachusetts  of 
to-day  could  call  together,  out  of  its  hundreds  of  pulpits,  twelve 
pastors  and  teachers  who  should  be  their  equals  in  intellect  and 
worth." 

Here  one  cannot  but  reflect  upon  the  human  grandeur  of  the 
scene.  That  sore-beset  young  man,  alone,  undauntedly  main- 
taining his  conscientious  convictions,  flrmly,  though  respectfully, 
in  the  face  of  all  the  learning  and  power  of  the  colony,  with  an 
awful  fate  impending  over  him.  The  day  passed  in  that  conflict 
of  minds  with  the  result  of  not  bringing  him,  as  Winthrop  says, 
"from  any  of  his  errors."  And  Winthrop  concludes  his  account 
of  this  interesting  scene  with  the  words  :  "So  the  next  morninff 
the  Court  sentenced  him  to  depart  out  of  our  jurisdiction."  The 
next  morning  was  the  9th,  and  thus  is  seen  that  the  precise  day 
on  which  the  sentence  of  banishment  passed,  was  the  9th  Octo- 
ber, 1635. 

Miscellaneous  Notes. 

Thi'ee  several  times  was  Williams  called  before  and  confronted 
with  the  authorities  and  the  ministers,  and  we  are  almost  solely 
indebted  to  Governor  John  Winthrop  for  the  interesting  partic- 
ulars, as  the  record  of  the  proceedings  in  either  case  makes  no 
mention  of  Williams  or  of  the  ministers  being  present.  The  first 
time  was  Ajiril  30,  1635,  before  the  Governor  and  Assistants 
and  the  ministers  (Savage's  Winthrop,  1,  188).  There  is  no 
record  of  this  meeting.  The  second  time  was  July  8,  when 
Williams  and  the  ministers  were  before  the  General  Court  and 
he  was  ordered  to  appear  at  its  next  session  and  then  give  satis- 
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faction  or  to  expect  the  sentence.  The  third  time  was  at  the 
(ieneral  Court  of  October  8,  Avlien  lie  and  all  the  nn'nisters  of 
the  Bay  were  present,  and  on  the  second  dav  ot  the  session  (Oc- 
tober D),  the  sentence  of  banishment  was  passed  upon  him. 


Preceding  the  tliuht  of  Williams  there  is  but  one  recorded  no- 
tice on  the  jNIassachusetts  Colonial  Ivecord  of  the  trouble  with 
him,  and  that  is  found  on  pag-e  1(")3,  in  the  i)roceediugs  of  the 
General  Court  at  its  adjourned  session  which  met  October  8,  and 
which  on  the  next  morning  passed  the  order  foi-  his  banishment. 
The  rccoi'd  of  the  sentence  is  as  follows  : 

"Whereas,  ]\Ir.  Kogcr  Williams,  one  of  the  ciders  of  the 
church  of  Salem,  has  broached  t^  divulged  dyvers  newe  iSc  dan- 
gerous opinions  against  the  aucthoritie  of  magistrates,  as  also 
writt  Itres  of  defamacon,  both  of  the  magistrates  &  churches  here, 
and  that  before  any  conviccon,  and  yet  mainetaineth  the  same 
without  retraceon,  it  is  therefore  ordered,  that  the  said  Mr.  ^^'il- 
lianis  shall  dcj)te  out  of  this  jurisdiccon  within  sixe  weckcs  nowe 
nexte  ensueing,  wch  if  he  neglect  to  pforme,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Gofinr  &  two  of  the  magistrates  to  send  him  to  some 
j)lace  out  of  this  jurisdiccon,  not  to  returne  any  more  without  li- 
cence from  the  Court." 

Williams  was  sentenced  to  "depart  out  of  this  jurisdiction 
within  six  weeks  now  next  ensuing.'"  The  mau'istrates  were  dis- 
posed to  be  lenient  and  gave  him  permission  to  remain  till  Spring  ; 
but  afterwards  rc-considercd  that  permission  :  for  under  fJami- 
ary,  AN'inthrop  says,  "the  Governor  and  assistants  met  at  Bos- 
ton to  consider  about  Mr.  ^^'illiams,  for  that  they  were  eredil)l\- 
informed  that  notwithstanding  the  injunction  laid  u])oii  him  (upon 
the  liberty  granted  him  to  stay  till  the  Spring)  not  to  go  about 
to  draw  othci's  to  his  opinions,  he  did  use  to  entertain  eompanv 
in  his  house  and  to  preach  to  them,  even  of  such  points  ;is  he 
had  been  censuri'd  tor  ;  and  it  was  agreed  to  send  him  into  Kng- 
land  by  a  ship  then  ready  to  dejjart.  The  reason  was  that  he 
had  drawn  above  twenty  persons  to  his  opinions,  and  they  wei-e 
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intended  to  erect  a  plantation  about  the  Narragansett  Bay,  from 
whence  the  infection  would  easily  spread  into  these  churches. 
Whereupon  a  warrant  was  sent  to  him  to  come  presently  to  Boston 
to  be  shipped.  He  returned  answer  (and  divers  of  Salem  came 
with  it)  that  he  could  not  come  without  hazard  of  his  life.  Where- 
upon a  pinnace  was  sent  with  commission  to  Capt.  Underbill  to 
apprehend  him,  and  carry  him  aboard  the  ship  (which  then  rode 
at  Natascutt)  ;  but,  when  they  came  at  his  house,  they  found 
he  had  been  gone  three  days  before." 


In  his  "Mr.  Cotton's  Letter  examined  and  Answered,"  Wil- 
liams writes,  "It  pleased  God  by  excessive  labours  on  the  Lord's 
days,  and  thrice  a  week  at  Salem  ;  l)y  lal)0urs  day  and  night  in 
my  field  with  my  own  hands,  for  the  maintenance  of  my  charge, 
by  travels  also  by  day  and  night  to  go  and  return  from  their 
Court,  it  pleased  God  to  bring  me  near  imto  death  ;  in  which 
time,  notwithstanding  the  mediating  testimony  of  two  skilful 
in  physic,  I  was  unmercifully  driven  from  my  chamber  to  a  win- 
ter's flight."  And  in  the  introduction,  he. says,  he  was  "exposed 
to  the  mercy  of  a  howling  wilderness  in  frost  and  snow  *  *  * 
in  that  sorrowful  winter's  fiight."  The  winter  set  in  early  ;  of 
the  two  months  preceding  his  flight  (which  was  about  the  mid- 
dle of  January) ,  Winthrop  says  the  Connecticut  river  was  frozen 
up  the  1 5th  of  November ;  and  that  on  the  second  and  third  of 
December  snow  fell  about  knee-deep.  In  such  an  inclement 
season  it  was  a  terrible  journey  for  a  sick  man  to  take  over  a 
snow-covered  wilderness. 


There  seem  to  be  indications  that  the  magistrates  were  disin- 
clined to  joress  Williams  to  the  utmost,  but  they  were  kept  up 
to  the  prosecution  of  him  by  the  ministers,  who  considered 
their  craft,  their  power  in  the  government,  endangered  by  the 
propagation  of  the  opinions  he  had  divulged.  That  they  judged 
shrewdly  later  times  abundantly  showed.   We  cannot  know  what 
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means  were  taken  to  get  the  information,  or  hy  whom  the  mag- 
istrates were  "credibly  informed"  of"  what  was  said  and  done  in 
^Villiams'  honse,  which  indnced  them  to  re-consicU'r  the  permis- 
sion given  him  to  remain  till  S|iring,  and  resohe  to  summarily 
expatriate  him  to  England  by  this  opportune  shi})  then  ready  to 
sail. 

For  three  months  after  his  flight,  Williams  is  lost  to  human 
knowledge,  until  from  his  own  account,  we  are  told  of  his  being 
at  Seekonk  ;  suj)posed  to  be  fourteen  weeks  after  his  flight  in 
the  niiddh'  of  .lanuarv,  and  thus  making  his  arrival  at  Seekonk 
al)out  tlie  1^3(1  of  April.  A\'e  cannot  account  for  the  length  of 
time  occupied  in  his  journey,  if  it  was  overland,  when  we  con- 
trast it  with  those  of  others  who  journeyed  about  the  same  time. 
During  the  same  month  of  January  that  Williams  fled,  Win- 
throp  says  "a  man  went  alone  to  Connecticut  and  returned," 
twice  over  a  route  much  longer  and  less  known  than  that  from 
Salem  to  the  Xarragansett,  which  it  is  supposed  took  Williams 
fourteen  weeks  to  accomplish. 

Winthrop  also  says  under  the  date  of  November  2(5,  1(335, 
"There  came  twelve  men  from  Connecticut  ;  they  had  been  ten 
days  on  their  journey."  Under  October,  1635,  he  says,  "about 
sixty  men,  women  and  little  children  went  by  land  to  Connecti- 
cut and  arrived  safe  there." 


Neal's  History  of  New  England  (v.  1,  p.  164),  savs,  "a  com- 
|)any  of  about  one  hundred  of  men,  women  and  children  with 
their  luggage,  set  out  from  Xew  Town  in  the  month  of, June, 
1(53(3,  and  led  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  traveling  nine  or  ten 
miles  a  day  on  foot,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  the  river  Connccti- 
cutt,  and  began  a  Town  which  thev  called  Hertford." 


Before  reaching  Seekonk,  Williams  had,  perhaps,  first  rested 
awhile  at  Sowams — Warren — with  iiis  Indian  friend  C)usame- 
quin — Massasoit — and  then  taking  into  his  boat  the  five  associ- 
ates who  possibly  had  there  awaited  liis  arrival,  he  came  up  the 
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bay  and  the  river  to  the  Seekonk  ;  when  on  enteruig  its  mouth,  he 
was  hailed  with  tlie  traditionary  welcome  of  "What-Cheer"  by  an 
Indian  who  would  air  his  knowledge  of  Enolish  words,  who, 
with  others  had  there  congregated  in  anticipation  of  his  arrival. 
The  precise  time  that  AVilliams'  wife  and  two  infant  children 
joined  him,  is  not  known  ;  surely  not  before  he  had  a  shelter  for 
them.  That  they  were  here  with  him  in  the  Fall  of  the  first 
year,  when  he  made  his  perilous  journey  to  frustrate  the  threat- 
ened league  between  the  Pequots  and  the  Xarragansetts,  is  indi- 
cated in  his  letter  to  Mason,  where  he  says,  "scarce  acquainting 
my  wife,"  he  hastily  shijiped  himself,  alone,  in  a  poor  canoe, 
and  cut  through  a  stormy  wind,  with  great  seas,  every  minute 
in  hazard  of  life,  to  the  Sachem's  house.  This  tempestuous  jour- 
ney was  probably  at  the  time  of  the  autumnal  equinox.  As  in 
consequence  of  his  agency,  Winthrop  records  that  "Miantun- 
nomoh,  the  Sachem  of  Narragansett,  came  to  Boston  with  two 
of  Canonicus'  sons,  and  another  Sachem,  and  near  twenty  sa- 
naps,"  on  the  21st  of  October,  and  made  a  treaty  of  perpetual 
peace  and  alliance. 


Two  Notes  of  Later  Times. 
Of  all  the  writings  of  Roger  Williams,  nothing  in  verse  by 
him  has  come  down  to  us,  other  than  the  lines  appended  to  the 
several  divisions  of  his  "Key  to  the  Indian  Language."  But  it 
is  certain  that  he  composed  a  piece  in  verse,  one  that  he  consid- 
ered of  interest  enough  to  be  presented  to  the  town.  We  may 
suppose  it  to  have  been  of  an  historical  character  ;  its  theme  per- 
haps, the  settlement  of  Providence,  the  two  charters,  &c.  It 
may  have  contained  mucli  that  would  have  throwai  light  upon 
incidents  connected  with  the  settlement.  By  the  burning  of  the 
towm  clerk's  house  in  Philip's  war,  the  papers  Avhich  had  been 
accumulating  in  his  office  for  forty  years  were  all  lost  in  that 
holocaust  of  precious  things.  That  there  was  a  composition  in 
verse  bv  him  is  shown  bv  the  followino-  from  the  town  records. 
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At  a  town  niootino:  March  8,  16G8,  it  was  "N'titcd.  That  the 
])r(.'.sc'iitati()n  in  verse  presented  hy  Mr.  Ixou'cr  \\  iUiams  unto  the 
town  tliis  (hiy,  he  kept  among  the  records  ot"  this   town." 


Daniel  Xeal,  in  his  History  of  New  Enghmd,  Lonchih  1720  ; 
reprinted  1740,  conchides  his  account  ot*  Kogi'r  ^^'iHianls,  as 
follows:  "He  writ  very  handsomely  against  tiie  Practices  and 
])rinciples  of  the  (Quakers,  and  was  very  diligent  in  converting 
the  Indians -in  his  Neighbourhood,  of  whose  manners.  Customs 
and  Languages  he  published  an  account.  He  was  very  service- 
able in  obtaining  a  Charter  for  the  Government  of  Rhode  Island, 
which  was  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  his  Town  of  Providence, 
and  was  sometimes  chosen  their  Governor.  In  a  word,  if  he  had 
never  dabbled  in  Divinity  he  would  have  been  esteemed  a  great 
and  useful  Man." 

Neal  little  foresaw  the  eminence  and  consideration  which  suc- 
ceeding generations  would  assign  to  Williams.  Rejected,  and 
thrust  from  the  land  where  he  had  sought  that  liberty  he  could 
not  have  in  his  native  country,  he  was  "the  teacher  of  principles 
that  have  emancipated  nations."  A  noted  assertion  of  these 
principles  was  exemplified  in  May,  1885,  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  at  Washington,  in  answer  to  the  governiiient  of  Austria, 
which  had  refused  to  receive  the  minister  appointed  by  our  gov- 
ernment, because  his  wife  was  a  Jewess.  In  his  letter  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Bayard  says  :  "Religious  liberty  is  the  chief  corner-stone 
of  the  American  svstem  of  government,  and  provisions  for  its 
security  are  imbedded  in  the  written  charter,  and  interwoven  in 
the  moral  fabric  of  its  laws." 

In  advance  of  his  age,  Williams  was  not  api)rcciated  by  his 
contemi)oraries.    His   real   greatness  was   the  discovery  of  later 

times,  fittingly  recognized  in  the  recent  grand  c mcinoration  of 

his  foundintr  of  Providence — where  the  banner  of  Religious  Lil>- 
erty  was  first  planted — and  the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 
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Note  on  the  Tradition  connecting  the  name  of 
Roger  Williams  with  Slate  rock. 


It  will  be  remembered  that  around  and  east  of  the  rock  the 
land  has  been  filled  in,  and  a  street  laid  out  east  of  it,  leaving 
the  rock  far  inland  and  below  the  surface,  and  oradinfy  what  in 
Williams'  day  was  a  high  Avooded  bluff  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 

At  the  first  Annual  Celebration  of  the  Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cal Society,  held  in  the  First  Congregational  meeting-house, 
January  13,  1847,  there  was  an  address  delivered  by  the  late 
Chief  Justice  Job  Durfee,  and  a  poem  of  twenty-two  verses  by 
Mrs.  Sarah  Helen  Whitman,  on  Roger  Williams,  which  was 
read  by  Mr.  Albert  G.  Greene.   One  verse  is  here  quoted  ; 

The  wave-worn  rock  still  breasts  the  storm 

On  Seekonk's  lonely  side, 
Where  the  dusky  natives  hailed  the  bark 

That  bore  their  gentle  guide. 

Slate  rock  no  longer  lies  "On  Seekonk's  lonely  side,"  still 
the  tradition  connected  with  it  has  not  lost  its  interest,  and  a 
monument  is  proposed  to  be  erected  to  mark  the  locality  of  the 
rock.  Although  much  has  been  said  and  written  about  the  tra- 
dition connecting  the  name  of  Roger  Williams  with  the  rock,  as 
being  the  local  it  v  of  his  first  interview  with  the  Indians,  the 
utterance  of  some  further  thoughts  may  not  be  deemed  super- 
fluous. 

Without  a  line  or  a  word  from  \A'illiams,  nor  from  either  of  his 
five  companions,  to  give  the  least  indication  of  their  having 
landed  at  Slate  rock,  or  approached  its  vicinity,  nor  any  con- 
temporary authority  to  give  support  to  the  tradition  of  their  hav- 
ing landed  there  on   proceeding  down   the  river  from  Seekonk, 
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nor  at  any  time;  yet,  the  tradition  may  not  be  wholly  vain, 
though  not  truly  aj)plicable  to  that  particular  journev.  The 
printed  accounts  of  the  tradition  seem  only  to  relate  to  their  final 
descent  of  the  river  from  the  place  in  Seekonk  where  they  had 
begun  a  settlement ;  and  supposing  that  without  any  definite  lo- 
cation in  view,  they  were  proceeding  down  the  river  and  viewing 
the  shore  until  they  rounded  India  Point  and  Fox  Point,  and  up 
the  Providence  river,  and  finally  landing  on  the  bank  of  the 
]\Ioshassuck  river. 

Knowles,  in  his  ^Memoir  of  ^^'illiams,  says,  the  tradition  is, 
that  "they  embarked  in  a  canoe  and  proceeded  down  the  stream. 
As  they  approached  the  little  cove  near  Tockwotton,  now  India 
Point,  they  were  saluted  by  a  company  of  Indians,  with  a  friendly 
interrogation,  'What-Cheer?'  At  this  spot  they  probal)ly  went 
on  shore,  but  they  did  not  long  remain  there."' 

Williams  savs  in  his  Kev  to  the  Indian  Languase,  "  'What 
Cheare  Xetop'  is  the  general  salutation  of  all  English  toward  the 
Indians.     Netop,  is  friend  ;  Netumpaug,  friends." 

Staples,  in  his  Annals  of  Providence,  writes,  "tradition  says 
that  they  first  landed  at  the  Slate  I'ock,  and  as  they  approached 
the  shore  were  saluted  with  'What  Cheer  Netop'  by  an  Indian 
from  the  hill." 

There  is  nothing  more  than  this  vague  tradition,  so  recorded, 
to  show  that  Williams  landed  at  Slate  rock.  And  so  far  as  the 
tradition  would  only  !»pply  to  their  having  landed  there  on  their 
final  descent  of  the  river  from  Seekonk,  it  is  not  probably  cor- 
rect. It  is  quite  probably  true  that  they  had  at  some  time  landed 
there,  as  the  rock  lay  on  the  shore  at  an  indent  in  the  land,  and 
was  pr()bal)ly  a  good  landing-place  for  their  boat  to  ai)])roach. 
and  they  iiatl  landed  there  perhaps,  repeatedly,  in  their  prospec- 
ting journeys  to  explore  the  country,  or  to  find  a  suital)Ic  place 
for  a  new  settlement  :  leaving  their  boat  at  the  rock  and  |)roceed- 
ing  inland  to  view  the  country,  and  across  the  "neck"  to  the  Mo- 
shassuck  river,  where  they  finally  decided  to  locate.  But  when 
thev  had  decided  on  a  location,  and  had  embarked  for  the  jturpose 
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of  commencing  the  settlement,  there  would  seem  to  have  been  no 
call  for  them  to  stop  at  Slate  rock. 

The  rock  lay  at  the  foot  t)f  a  steep  and  wooded  bluff,  and  if, 
as  Staples  says  of  the  tradition,  the  salutation  came  from  an  In- 
dian on  the  hill,  it  would  be  quite  a  distance  to  shout  a  welcome 
through  the   intervening  trees  to  a  party  approaching  the  shore. 

The  hail  of  the  Indians  was  more  probably  given  to  Williams 
on  his  first  ascent  of  the  river,,  with  the  five  companions,  who, 
perhaps,  had  awaited  his  arrival  at  Sowams  (Warren),  the  resi- 
dence of  his  Indian  friend  Ousamequin  (Massasoit),  and  the 
salutation  then  made  which  has  given  the  name  of  \Miat  Cheer 
to  that  tract  of  land  adjoining  the  river.  But  the  Indians  were 
probably  nearer  India  Point,  where  the  wooded  bluff  that  bor- 
dered the  river  at  Slate  rock  had  ceased,  and  the  level  land  bor- 
dered the  river,  and  where  the  shores  of  the  river  were  very  much 
nearer  each  other  than  they  were  at  Slate  rock. 

Williams  liad  been  long  and  favorably  known  to  the  Indians 
by  reputation,  and  to  some  of  them  personally,  and  his  coming 
among  them  anticipated  ;  thus  his  appearance  with  his  five  com- 
panions in  the  boat,  Avas  hailed  with  their  cheer  of  welcome. 

They  pi'obably  knew  that  he  was  waited  for  by  the  men  who 
had  preceded  his  arrival  at  Sowams,  and  also  knew  when  he 
arrived  there,  and  the  day  he  would  leave  and  come  among  them, 
and  they  were  all  ready  to  welcome  him  ;  and  when  he  appeared 
it  was  no  surprise  to  them.  And  the  cheer  of  welcome  would 
much  more  naturally  be  given  then,  when  his  presence  was  new 
to  them,  than  two  months  later,  when  they  had  become  accus- 
tomed to  the  sight  of  him,  as  they  must  have  been  at  the  time 
he  abandoned  his  settlement  at  Seekonk. 

The  spot  where  Williams  began  to  build  in  Seekonk,  "is 
believed  to  have  been  at  Manton's  Xeck,  near  the  Cove,  a  short 
distance  above  Central  bridge."  It  was  no  way  likely  that  com- 
ing as  he  did,  from  the  Seekonk  shore,  and  availing  probably  of 
an  ebbing  tide,  that  he,  with  his  five  companions  should  have 
left  the  deeper  water  and  the  current  of  the  eastern  shore,  after 
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having  been  but  a  low  inimitos  in  (U'sceiidiiig  thus  tar.  and  then 
stretclied  across  the  rivcM-  and  the  flats  and  conie  nndei-  the  bhiH 
at  the  toot  of  which  hiy  Shite  rock.  It  i.s  not  reasonabk'  to  suj>- 
{)Ose  that  Williams  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  localities 
ot"  the  river  at  the  time  of  his  departure  from  Scekonk.  lie  had 
before  leaving  there  time  enough,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
companions,  to  obtain  a  good  knowlc(lge  of  his  surroundings. 
If  he  left  Salem  as  is  supposed  al)ont  the  middle  of  .January  and 
was  fourteen  weeks  on  his  journey,  it  would  l)ring  his  arri\al  at 
Seekonk  about  the  23d  of  April  ;  and  lea\  ing  there  in  June  he 
would  have  had  two  Spring  months  to  find  out  the  localities  of 
his  neiiihborhood. 

Williams,  or  his  companions  had  doul)tlcss  made  exploring 
journeys  previous  to  their  final  departure  from  Seekonk,  and 
had  in  view  some  definite  s[)ot  whieh  they  had  pre\  iouslv  decided 
upon.  Their  journey  was  not  un[)renieditate(l.  Xobod\'  was 
pursuing  them,  and  it  is  not  rational  to  supj)ose  that  they  would 
have  unpre])aredly  left  where  they  had  begun  a  settlement  with- 
out a  definite  destination  in  view,  and  a  locality  for  a  new  set- 
tlement u[)on  which  they  had  previously  decided. 
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NECROLOGY. 


John  Russell  Bartlett  was  born  in  Providence,  October 
23,  1805.  In  the  first  year  of  his  life  his  family  moved  to 
Kingston,  in  Upper  Canada  ;  and  he  received  his  education  at 
the  schools  in  Kingston,  at  an  academy  at  Lowville  in  New 
York  and  at  a  school  in  Montreal.  He  returned  to  Providence 
in  1824  and  was  employed  successively  in  the  dry-goods  shop 
of  his  uncle,  Captain  William  Russell,  as  book-keeper  in  the 
bank  of  North  America  and  as  cashier  of  the  Globe  Bank.  He 
became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1831  ;  and  he  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Providence  Athenaeum.  In  1836  he  moved  to 
New  York  and  engaged  in  business  for  a  time  in  a  dry-goods  com- 
mission house  but  soon  became  associated  with  the  late  Mr.  Charles 
Welford  as  a  book-seller,  under  the  name  of  Bartlett  &  Welford. 
In  1850  he  returned  to  Providence  and  soon  after  received  the 
appointment  of  Commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
establishing  the  boundary  line  between  this  country  and  Mexico, 
in  the  Avork  of  which  appointment  he  spent  nearly  three  years. 
In  1855  he  was  chosen  Secretary  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  held  that  office  for  seventeen  years.   He  died  May  28,  1886. 

A  full  account  of  the  official,  literary  and  historical  labors  of 
Mr.  Bartlett  and  of  the  incidents  of  his  life  is  contained  in  the 
biographies  which  have  been  published ;  and  it  is,  therefore,  not 
deemed  expedient  to  describe  his  life  and  services  at  large  in 
this  place. 

George  Lyman  Claflin,  only  son  of  Lyman  and  Rebecca 
G.  Claflin,  was  born  in  that  pai^t  of  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  which  was 
then  in  Massachusetts,  on  the  22d  day  of  December,  1822.  His 


tatlicr  wa^  a  ]\laiuitarriiii'r.  and  a  man  ot  irspcctahilitv  and  in- 
Huence.  His  grand-fatlici-,  ( )\\\vv  Starkw catlior,  was  well  and 
favorably  known  as  an  activi'  member  of  tlie  Lcj^islature  of 
Massachusetts,  and  also  as  a  Membei"  ot"  Congress  from  that 
State.  Tavo  of  his  uncles  —  John  and  Sauuicl  Starkweather  — 
were  graduates  of  Hrow  n  rni\ersity,  and  achi(\ed  success,  the 
first  as  a  Physician  in  I'pton.  Mass.,  aud  tlu'  latter  as  a  Judge,  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  ^^'hile  another  uncle,  .lames  C.  Starkweather, 
attained  to  {jrominence  as  a  Manufacturer  in  Pawtucket.  Mr. 
Claflin's  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  and  private  schools 
of  his  native  town.  In  1842  he  came  to  Providence  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  John  II.  Mason  &  Co..  Druggists,  on  Wey- 
Iiosset  Street,  nearly  opposite  tiu'  City  Hotel.  He  afterwards 
was  employed  by  Karl  P.  ^lason  &  Co..  \\'Iiolesale  Druggists, 
and  soon  became  a  member  of  this  firm,  and  remained  therein, 
and  in  the  succeeding  firm  of  Snow,  Clafiin  &  Co.,  until  1872. 
In  1873  he  purchased  and  succeeded  to  the  business  of  the  late 
Joseph  Balch  &  Sons,  on  South  Main  Street,  under  the  name 
and  style  of  George  L.  Clatlin  cVc  Co..  where  he  built  up  Jind 
established  a  jjrosperous  business,  and  in  the  prosecution  of 
which,  with  his  son  Arthur  W .  Clafiin  whom  he  had  taken  into 
<'o-partnershi[)  with  him,  he  was  found  by  the  messenger  that 
called  him  away.  His  integrity  of  purpose  was  never  questioned, 
and  hence  he  was  generally  respected,  and  called  to  fill  many 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust.  He  was  a  Director  in  the 
Northern  Baid-c,  the  Co\entrv  National  IJank,  the  Second  Na- 
tional Bank,  the  ('o\cntiy  Savings  liank.  the  Ja<'ksou  Savings 
liank.  the  Roger  Williams  Insurance  Company  and  the  I'nion 
Mutual  Insurance  Company.  In  l'S70  he  was  elected  a  memln'r 
of  the  Conniion  Council  ot  the  ( 'ity  of  Pro\  idcnce  from  the  fii'st 
Ward,  and  auain  in  l-'^-'^l  and  l'S82.  In  1^74  he  was  elected  a 
member  ot  the  (Jeneral  Assembly;  and  in  each  of  these  })osi- 
tions,  has  left  but  tlic  memory  of  faithfulness  to  duty,  the  savor 
of  a  good  name,  and  the  respect  of  those  with  whom  he  therein 
came  in  contact.      In  1  N  l.'>  he  joined  th<'  Congregational  Chinch 
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then  worshipping  in  Westminster  Hall,  under  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  T.  Waterman,  and  remained  in  that 
relation  until  the  formation  of  the  Central  Conffreerational 
Church,  when  he  became  one  of  its  corporate  members,  and 
identified  himself  fully  and  generously  with  all  its  interests  and 
purposes  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swain  ;  and 
since  1859  has  had  the  immediate  charge  of  the  infant  depart- 
ment of  the  Simday  School  connected  therewith.  On  the  third 
day  of  September,  A.  D.  1850,  he  married  Louisa  Sisson  Whit- 
man, daughter  of  the  late  Christopher  A.  Whitman  of  Coventry 
in  this  State,  and  five  children  resulted  from  this  iniion,  three 
of  whom  —  Arthur  W.,  William  L.,  and  George  E.,  are  still 
living.  Mr.  Clafiin  became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1873. 
On  Sunday,  April  4th,  1886,  he  was  taken  from  the  scenes  and 
associations  so  dear  to  him,  to  another  and  better  life.  And  no 
clouds,  or  mists  hang  about  the  life  thus  closed  here,  to  cast  a 
shadow  over  it.  In  all  and  every  act,  he  was  as  open  as  the 
day.  To  be  right,  and  to  do  right,  constituted  his  highest  ambi- 
tion, and  were  the  motive  forces  of  his  life  ;  and  the  power  to 
see  the  one,  and  to  perform  the  other,  was  by  him  sought  and 
obtained  from  above.  In  the  darkest  hours,  and  under  the  deep- 
est agitations  of  uncertainty,  his  faith  in  God  never  forsook  him. 
He  believed  the  darkest  night  would  end  in  dawn,  and  the  dawn 
would  kindle  into  day  :  and  according  to  this  simple  and  restful 
trust,  so  it  was  unto  him.  His  ear  could  not  refuse  to  listen  to 
the  appeal  of  the  troubled  and  distressed,  nor  his  heart  fail  to 
relieve.  Verily,  "he  has  his  reward,"  and  the  Avitnesses  are  not 
wanting  who  "rise  up  and  call  him  blessed."  Of  his  home,  and 
home  life,  it  may  only  be  said,  its  memory  is  enshrined  in  the 
heart's  best  affections,  as  a  priceless  heritage.  He  rests  well, 
surrounded  with  the  glow  of  his  gracious  deeds. 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle  was  born  in  Providence,  March  15, 
1827.  His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Martha  Doyle.  On  the 
side  of  the  father  he  was  descended  from  a  family  of   well-to-do 
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landholders  in  Ireland  :  liis  irrandtatlicr  having  taken  part  in  the 
Kel)elli()n  led  hy  Koliert  I-Cniniet,  lost  his  estate  and  tlu'  family 
eanie  to  Anieriea.  The  niaich'n  name  of  Thomas  A.  Doyk-'s 
mother  was  Martha  Jones  ;  her  family  were  of  New  England 
Puritan  stoek  and  her  father,  Gershom  Jones,  was  an  esteemed 
citizen  of  Providenee,  in  liigh  repute  for  simple  uprightness  and 
truth.     He  was  engaged  in  mechanieal  pursuits. 

The  education  of  Thomas  A.  Doyle  was  coinhicted  first  in  the 
school  of  Dr.  P.  W.  Ferris,  from  wliicli  he  passed  to  the  in- 
struction of  Mr.  Ijuther  Ainsworth  at  a  [private  school  kept  l)v 
that  gentleman.  \A'hen  the  public  schools  of  Providence  were 
re-organized  we  find  Mr.  Doyle  a  scholar  in  one  of  these  schools 
in  what  was  then  the  fifth  ward  of  the  city.  The  father  of 
Thomas  dving  when  the  lad  was  about  fourteen,  it  became  nec- 
essary for  him  to  aid  by  his  industry  his  widowed  mother  left 
with  the  care  of  seven  children.  Thomas  entered  the  office  of 
Benjamin  Cozzens,  representing  the  Crom[)ton  Mills  ;  in  this 
(jffice  he  remained  five  years  and  then  found  employment  in  that 
of  Jacob  Dunnell  &  Co.,  where  his  employment  continued  some 
five  years  also.  In  1853  we  find  him  recognized  as  competent 
and  trustworthy  by  the  business  men  who  had  formed  the  Gro- 
cers' and  Producers'  Bank,  of  which  Mr.  Doyle  was  appointed 
Cashier  ;  a  position  which  he  maintained  for  two  years  ;  at  the 
end  of  this  time  he  entered  u[)on  business  for  himself,  as  a  Stock 
Broker  and  Auctioneer.  lie  had  already  taken  an  interest  in 
city  politics  and  after  serving  as  ward  clerk  had  been  elected  to 
the  Common  Council  from  the  fifth  ward  being  then  but  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  Here  his  native  wit  and  striking  quickness 
of  apprehension,  and  the  ease  and  fluency  with  which  he  dis- 
cussed questions  of  public  interest  gained  him  pronijjt  recogni- 
tion. During  the  vears  l.S,54-r).')  he  was  President  of  the  Cituncil 
and  gained  familiarity  with  the  details  of  numicipal  government 
which  employed  the  l)est  years  of  his  life. 

The  first  election  of  Mr.  Doyle  to  the  office  of  Mayor  was  in 
IXG4.    His  life  from  this  time  forth  was  one  with  the  life  of  the 
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City  of  Providence  :  for  he  occupied  this  office  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  interval  of  a  year  and  another  of  three  years,  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  in  all  about  eighteen  years.  Even  in  the 
interval  in  which  the  Mayor's  office  was  occupied  by  others,  he 
was  not  idle  but  during  one  of  these  years  sat  as  Senator  for 
Providence  in  the  General  Assembly. 

The  City  of  Providence  gives  evidence  on  every  hand  to  the 
pains-taking  and  intelligent  interest  of  Mayor  Doyle.  The  City 
Hall,  and  to  a  great  extent  the  Public  School  buildings,  were 
erected  under  Ins  administration  and  with  liis  personal  care  be- 
stowed upon  their  construction.  The  Police  Department  and  the 
Department  of  Public  Works  are  largely  indebted  to  his  urgency 
and  industry  in  putting  them  upon  a  good  working  basis.  Much 
of  his  work  for  the  city  was  urged  against  great  prejudice  and 
public  inei'tia,  but  is  admitted  to  have  placed  the  community  in 
the  debt  of  the  tireless  public  spirit  of  the  Mayor,  who  insisted 
upon  a  progressive  policy  in  the  municipal  administration. 

The  last  election  of  Mayor  Doyle  was  a  [)Opular  tribute  of 
confidence  in  the  honesty,  integrity  and  capability  of  a  tried  ser- 
vant of  the  people  ;  for  the  prospect  of  the  necessity  for  large 
outlay  for  the  city  seemed  as  by  an  instinctive  suggestion  to 
point  to  the  man,  who  would  spend  lavishly  but  apply  prudently 
the  money  of  his  fellow-citizens  in  the  interest  of  the  city  alone. 
Indeed,  the  career  of  this  public  official  was  signal  for  ujiright- 
ness,  and  simple,  straightforward  candor.  His  opponents  had 
easy  access  to  his  thoughts,  for  he  had  nothing  to  conceal ;  and 
those  who  opposed  him  were  opposing  convictions  and  principles 
of  action  for  the  public  good,  as  he  conceived  it.  No  cleaner 
record  or  simpler-minded  man  can  be  produced  in  tlie  annals  of 
the  public  life  of  the  City  of  Providence.  His  labor,  his  love 
and  his  life  were  spent  upon  the  city  in  which  lie  was  born. 

No  sketch  of  ]Mr.  Doyle's  life  would  be  complete  without  a 
reference  to  his  interest  in  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  of  which  he 
was  elected  a  member  in  St.  John's  Lodge,  Oct.  28,  1857.  He 
became  Master  of  the  Lod^e  in  1859.    He  was  Grand  Secretary 
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tor  tliroo  years  :  (Trand  MastiT  ot  .Masons  tor  seven  years  ;  IIi<;h 
Priest  tor  tour  years  ;  (irand  Iliuli  Piiest  for  seven  years.  He 
hecanie  a  Kiiiiil»t  of  the  'renn>le  in  St.  John's  Coniniandery  in 
IcSt),"),  and  held  tlie  ottiees  of  Commander  of  St.  Joim's  Com- 
mandery  and  Calvary  Commandery  ;  he  tilled  also  the  otiiees  ot 
(Jrand  Prelatt',  (iiand  ('a|)tain-(  icnci-al  and  (  nand  ( uMieralis- 
sinio.  Me  was  tor  many  years  Dt'pntv  of  the  Supreme  Council 
of  the  Thirty-Third  Decree. 

The  pnl)lic  schools  have  hei'ii  referred  to  as  th(>  ohjects  (»t 
Mayor  Doyle's  care.  Of  the  School  (\)nnnittee  he  was  eigfhteen 
years  a  member,  familiar  with  the  smallest  details  of  the  work- 
'\ng  of  the  schools  and  always  ready  with  his  counsel  and  pres- 
ence to  contril)ute  to  the  practical  entoreement  ot  what  seemed 
to  him  a  wise  administration.  He  was  the  friend  and  adviser  of 
vouuii'  men.  and  his  accessil)ilitv  to  their  in<iniries  made  <rrave 
demands  ii[)on   his  time  and  sti'eni;tli. 

Mr.  Doyle  was  commanding  in  presence  and  chivalrous  in  his 
de|)ortment  to  all  who  approached  him.  He  had  a  genuine  love 
of  his  kind  and  a  «(uick  sympatiiy  tor  all  their  struggles.  His 
ministrations  to  the  untortunate  were  the  acts  of  a  personal 
friend  rather  than  of  a  city  otiici:d. 

As  a  |)ul»lic  speaker  Mr.  Doyle  was  ready  and  \igX)rous.  His 
documents  presented  evidence  of  cai-eful  maturing,  and  excii  his 
ex  tempore  utterances  upon  the  plattorm  were  singularly  clear, 
concise  and  full  ot  ehxpience.  His  ac(|uirements  were  considei-- 
ai)le,  and  in  \  iew  of  his  eaily  enl'orce(l  al)sence  from  school, 
the  I'ange  and  accuracv  ot  his  knowledge  was  remarkahlc.  He 
was  for  manv  vears  a  leading  editorial  writer  uj)on  municipal 
atfaii's  tor  The  Providence  Journal,  and  in  New  Kngland  he 
came  to  he  regarded  as  an  authority  upon  ail  ipiestions  touching 
the  practical  conduct  of  City  (iovernment. 

Mr.  Dovle  was  a  man  of  sensitive  conscience,  ipiick  moi"al 
susceptibility  and  dee[)  religions  feeling.  He  was  by  ecclesiasti- 
cal association  a  Unitarian,  tirm  in  his  convictions  ot  the  truth 
of  that  faith,  and  for  main   \-eai-s  a  consistent  and  honored  mem- 
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ber  and  officer  in  the  First  Congregational  Church  ;  but  his 
sympathies  were  wider  than  church  lines  and  all  good  men  he 
counted  his  brothers  in  faith  and  good  works. 

He  became  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society 
in  1851,  and  was  always  actively  interested  in  the  pursuits  and 
objects  of  this  Society. 

On  Oct.  21,  1869,  Mr.  Doyle  was  united  in  marriage  to  Al- 
mira  Sprague,  who  survives  him,  without  children. 

Thomas  Arthur  Doyle  died  June  9,  188(5,  of  cerebral  hem- 
orrhage. The  whole  city  mourned  for  him  and  followed  him  to 
his  burial. 

Henry  Lewis  Fairbrother,  son  of  Lewis  and  Harriet 
(May)  Fairbrother,  was  born  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.,  October  7th, 
1838.  His  early  education  Avas  received  at  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  town,  and  later  at  the  University  Grammar  School  in 
Providence.  He  was  fitted  for  College  at  Pierce  Academy, 
Middleborough,  Mass.,  but  on  completing  his  preparation  he  felt 
so  disinclined  for  further  study,  and  so  eager  to  enter  upon  a  busi- 
ness career,  that  his  father  associated  him  with  himself  in  the 
manufacture  of  leather  belting,  an  industry  which  he  had  begun 
in  a  small  way  in  1834,  the  first  —  except  a  small  tannery  at 
Attleboro  —  to  be  started  in  New  England. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Fairbrother  became  a  partner 
with  his  father,  and  in  18(i5  on  the  retirement  of  the  senior  part- 
ner, he  formed  with  Mr.  Henri  E,  Bacon,  the  firm  of  H.  L. 
Fairbrother  &  Co.,  which  continued  till  1870,  when  Mr.  Bacon 
retired  and  Mr.  Fairbrother  assumed  entire  control  of  the  busi- 
ness, still  retaining  the  same  firm  name  and  earning  a  well  de- 
served reputation  for  the  manufacture  of  fine  belting,  not  only 
throughout  tlie  United  States  and  Canada,  but  also  in  England, 
Germany  and  Russia,  until  the  position  of  leader  was  conceded 
to  him  by  the  tannery  interests  of  New  England.  His  business 
methods  and  relations  were  honorable  and  of  unimpeachable  in- 
tegrity, and  through  his  own   enterprise  and  luitiring  energy  he 
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converted  tin*  simple  tunnerv.  with  one  \iit  in  1-s.M,  intu  a  busi- 
ness ot    half  a  luillioii  a  vear. 

Mr.  Fairhmther  \va8  well  known  thnniuhoiit  the  State.  \lv 
was  reniarkal)ly  well  road,  and  in  the  broadest  sense  a  true  htxcr 
of  literatui-e.  While  often  rcgrettiny-  not  havin.^-  taken  a  eolle- 
ii'iate  course  he  endeavored  to  make  up  for  the  lack  lt\'  persistent 
study.  He  kept  himself  fully  infoi-med  on  the  current  topics  ot' 
the  day.  and  [)ossessin^'  an  excellent  mcmoi'x  ,  a  quick  perception 
of  the  ludicrous,  added  to  a  keen  wit  and  a  thorouiihlv  genial 
nature,  he  heeame  early  in  lite  a  universal  favorite. 

\ever  ostentatious  in  his  deeds  of  eharitv,  he  ii-ave  uenerous 
aid  to  the  church  wliieh  he  attended,  to  the  University,  and  to 
Societies  for  the  henefit  of  the  poor  :  and  was  especially  thoughtful 
of  those  who  needed  a  helping  hand  in  their  daily  life,  of  whom 
there  are  many  to  hear  testimony  to  the  kindness  which  thev  re- 
ceived at  his  hands, — particuhirly  in  his  natixc  town,  where 
''none  name  him  hut  to  praise." 

Mr.  Fairhrother  was  always  an  outspoken  Denioerat,  hut  \w 
never  took  any  active  part  in  politics,  nor  accepted  office,  though 
more  than  once  tendered  him.  |)i'efcrring  tt)  devote  his  energies 
to  his  l)usiness  rather  than  to  puhlic  life.  He  dic(l  at  his  resi- 
dence in    I'rovidence,  K.   1..  Fehi-uary   1(1,   1<'^8<». 

Mr.  Fairhrother  married  Adcle.  daughter  of  the  late  (iov- 
ernor  Charles  Jackson,  of  I*i-o\  idence,  who  survives  him  with  a 
son  and  a  daughter. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1-^74. 

Damki.  HowlaxI)  (iUEEm:,  son  of  Howland  and  Nancy 
(Brown)  (xreene,  was  horn  in  Fast  (Jret-nwich,  Khodc  Island, 
on  the  1.5th  dav  of  A]iiil.  1S(I7.  He  received  his  preliminaiy 
education  in  his  nati\e  town,  at  the  Kent  Academy  and  at  a 
select  school  in  South  Kingstown,  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Caleb  Fiske,  a  celebrated  physician  in  the  town  otScituate.  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  at  the  Harvard  Medical  School  in 
Boston,    and,   without    takini;-   his   degree,    beiran    iti    l.'^;^."),   the 
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practice  of  medicine  in  the  village  of  Natick  in  the  town  of  War- 
wick. He  remained  in  Natick  for  about  eight  years  and  then 
removed  to  East  Greenwich,  where  he  resided  and  continued 
the  practice  of  his  profession  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Dr.  Greene  adopted  the  practice  of  HouKEopathy  on  the  in- 
troduction of  that  dogma  with  the  profession,  and  announced 
himself  as  a  follower  of  Hahnemann  among  the  earliest  disciples 
of  that  school,  but  he  made  very  little  change  in  his  practice. 
He  always  in  his  prescriptions  preferred  the  placebo  to  the  more 
potent  remedy,  and  he  continued  the  use  of  opiates  in  various 
forms  :  sometimes  in  heroic  and  never  in  infinitesimal  doses. 
From  his  natural  temperament  he  avoided  the  practice  of  surgery 
and  the  sight  of  blood,  which  caused  him  to  faint.  He  avoided 
too,  as  much  as  possible,  attendance  upon  severe  cases  of  illness 
which  were  likely  to  prove  fatal  in  his  hands.  He  took  no 
interest  in  the  current  medical  literature,  and,  as  he  often  said, 
rarely  read  a  medical  i)ook.  With  these  marked  |)eculiarities, 
which  he  made  no  attempt  to  cover  uj)  but  in  which  he  rather 
took  pride,  he  yet  had  a  large  patronage  in  East  Greenwich 
and  the  adjoining  towns  and  in  remoter  parts  of  the  State,  as 
well  as  in  the  City  of  Providence,  where  he  had  an  office  Avhich 
he  visited  daily. 

Dr.  Greene  had  a  taste  for  light  literature  and  music  and  for  art 
generally,  cultivated  in  some  measure  in  early  life  and  pursued 
in  his  busier  years  for  his  own  pleasure  and  amusement.  He 
published  in  the  East  Greenwich  local  paper — the  Pendulum — a 
'series  of  articles  on  the  manners  and  customs  of  the  people  of 
this  neighborhood  in  the  old  colonial  days  and  in  lievolutionary 
times.  This  led  to  his  preparing  a  history  of  the  town  in  the 
centennial  year,  187(3,  a  work  which  gave  satisfaction  to  all  par- 
ties interested,  and  which  lent  to  his  name  fame  and  notoriety 
more  than  any  other  work  of  his  life.  The  edition  published 
of  this  local  history  had  become  exhausted  and  it  was  his  pur- 
pose to  prepare  a  new  one  at  an  early  day,  with  such  additions 
and  corrections  as  subsequent  and  more  thorough  investigations 
had  enabled  him  to  make. 
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Dr.  (iret'iu'  \v;i.s  twice  nianicil  :  Hist  in  liSo,"},  to  ,Jane,  (lau<rh- 
tor  of  Dr.  George  Hazard  of  South  Kingstown.  She  died  in 
1834,  leaving  a  son,  who  died  in  ehildhood.  A  second  time  to 
Susan,  daughter  of  Samuel  Proud,  of  this  town.  She  died  in 
1851,  without  issue. 

For  several  months  previous  to  his  decease.  Dr.  Greene  had 
heen  in  feeble  health,  growing  more  and  more  infirm  until  he 
[)assed  (|uietly  from  life  on  Saturday  evening,  at  eight  o'clock, 
Xovemher  (i,  188(5.      He  joined  tliis  Society  in  1881. 

Damel  AVanton  Ly.man  was  hoin  in  Providence,  January 
24th  1844,  and  died  in  the  city  of  his  birth,  December  19, 
188H.  at  the  age  of  nearly  foity-three  years.  He  was  the  son 
of  Heni-y  Hidl  Toyman  and  Caroline,  daughter  of  Elisha  Dver, 
and  grandson  of  Daniel  Lyman,  who  graduated  at  Yale  College 
in  177(),  was  a  (^olonel  in  the  Continental  army,  and  afterwards 
became  Judge  and  Chief  Justice  of  this  State.  The  family  of 
Lyman  can  i)e  traced  back  to  the  distingiu'shed  Colonial  General, 
Phineas  Lyman,  of  Connecticut,  who  did  gallant  service  in  the 
French  and  Indian  wars. 

The  name  of  "Wanton"  comes  from  his  relationshii)  with  the 
family  of  Governor  Wanton,  made  Governor  under  the  Royal 
Charter  in  1775,  and  deposed  on  account  of  his  tory  sympathies. 
Having  thus  briefly  sketched  the  inherited  claims  of  Mr.  Daniel 
Wanton  Lyman  to  a  most  respectai)le  ancestry,  I  will  {)rocee<l 
in  a  few  words  to  speak  of  him  as  a  man  of  business,  legislator, 
l>enefactor  and  son.  He  was  the  last  male  re})resentative  of  his 
name,  and  stood  before  the  world  as  the  single  survivf)r  bearing 
the  name  of  Lyman,  of  a  once  numerous  and  ]>rominent  family. 
He  came  after  the  death  of  his  parents  into  the  possession  of  a 
handsome  property,  the  income  of  which  i)y  his  economy  and 
careful  management  he  largely  increased.  He  had  no  adviser 
or  financial  agent  to  assist  him  l)ut  relied  on  his  own  judgment. 
All  this  required  great  industry.  nuK-h  system  and  a  thorougii 
knowledge  of  the  details  <^f  his  i)usiness  affairs.      (Quietly,  unos- 
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tentatiously  and  cautiously  he  gathered  up  his  income,  laid  out 
his  plans,  and  made  his  permanent  investments. 

Mr.  Lyman's  legal  residence  being  in  North  Pi-ovidence,  he 
was  repeatedly  chosen  to  represent  that  Town  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate. I  feel  authorized  to  say  that  as  Senator  he  deported  himself 
with  dignity  and  ability.  He  was  assiduous  in  the  performance 
of  his  official  duties  ;  studied  carefully  the  forms  of  legislative 
proceedings  and  the  bearings  of  the  many  questions  which  came 
up  for  consideration.  He  was  conservative  in  his  opinions  and 
strictly  loyal  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State.  He  was  an  easy 
and  fluent  debater,  and  while  he  seldom  if  ever  made  elaborate 
speeches,  frequently  took  part  in  matters  under  discussion  and 
expressed  his  views  in  forcible  language  and  with  a  graceful  de- 
livery. His  intercourse  with  the  members  was  candid  and  gen- 
tlemanly, and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  he  was  a  general 
favorite  and  much  respected.  As  a  benefactor  he  was  an  en- 
igma, little  known  or  luiderstood.  Many  thought  him  intent 
only  on  accumulation,  and  like  the  rich  man  described  in  the 
Bible,  desirous  to  heap  uj)  riches  not  knowing  who  shoidd  gather 
them.  His  last  will  and  testament  tells  a  different  story  and 
shows  that  he  was  a  large-hearted  and  generous  friend  and  a  liberal 
benefactor  of  many  of  the  inqjortant  charities  and  institutions  of 
the  city  of  his  birth.  Seldom  does  it  happen  that  a  person  so 
young  and  rich  dies  leaving  so  pure  and  exemplary  a  record  as 
that  of  Mr.  Lyman.  The  crowning  glory  of  his  life,  after  all, 
was  his  tender  and  devoted  affection  for  his  mother.  Nothing 
that  he  could  do  to  promote  her  comfort  and  happiness  was  ne- 
glected. Neither  the  claims  of  business  nor  the  attractions  of 
society  kept  him  from  his  watchful  care  of  his  mother.  To  be 
with  her  and  to  minister  to  her  every  want  and  help  her  to  bear 
the  burdens  of  age  and  sickness  was  the  absorbing  desire  of  his 
heart,  and  it  forms  a  beautiful  trait  in  his  character. 

Mr.  Lyman  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of 
Providence,  and  in  1860  entered  Brown  University  as  a  special 
student  and  there  pursued  studies  for  nearly  three  years.     After 
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loavino;  College  he  was  soon  coiuinissionecl  as  ('a|)tain  in  tin- 
Fifth  Regiment  of"  KIkmIc  Island  ^Militia,  and  serv(>d  as  Adjutant 
of  the  Keglnient  and  atterw  ards,  with  the  rank  of  Major,  on  the 
Start  of  the  M:ijor-(u'neral  of  the  State  Militia.  In  May,  18()9, 
he  was  appointt'd,  with  the  rank  of  Colonel,  on  the  Start  of  Gov- 
ernor Padelford,  and  held  the  position  until  May,  187J^. 

He  was  also  by  hereditary  deseent  a  nienii^cr  of  the  Khode 
Island  Soeiety  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  on  the  revival  of  the  So- 
ciety in  this  State,  he  took  the  place  of  his  grandfather.  Judge 
Daniel  Lyman,  who  was  President  from  LSI 8  to  his  death  in 
1830. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Historical  So- 
ciety in  187H.  and  in  his  will  made  a  conditional  provision  for 
its  benefit. 


Edward  Caukinotox  Mauran  was  born  in  Providence, 
March  27th,  1820,  and  died  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  June  5th, 
1886.  He  possesed  the  manly  traits  of  a  family  that  came  from 
Vdlafranca,  near  Nice,  Italy,*  and  settled  in  this  State  the 
latter  part  of  the  last  century. 

The  brothers,  Suchet,  Dr.  Joseph,  Carlos  and  Joshua  were 
accounted,  in  their  time,  among  the  most  enterprising  and  useful 
citizens  of  Providence,  where  they  all  lived. 

They  were  excellent  types  of  what  American  citizens  should 
be, —  diligent  in  business,  faithful  to  their  obligations,  and  meet- 
ing the  responsibilities  of  life  with  energy.  Caj)tain  Xat. 
Mauran,  a  whole-souled,  brave  and  generous  man,  took  a 
conspicuous  part  in  suj)pressing  the  Dorr  Rebellion. 

Edward  C.  Mauran,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  son  of 
Captain  Joshua.  IK'  inherited  the  characteristics  of  his  father, 
softened  and  modified  by  the  ivsthetic  culture  and  fashions  of  his 
time.    He  was  educated  in  the  best  schools,  and  began  life  under 
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the  refining  influences  of  advanced  courses  of  instruction,  sup- 
plemented in  subsequent  years  by  extensive  travel  and  residence 
in  foreign  countries. 

He  was  a  thorough  and  capable  man  of  business,  and  no 
better  illustration  of  this  statement  can  be  found  than  in  the  ex- 
cellent obituary  of  him  signed  ''R.,"  in  the  Providence  Journal 
of  June  10,  1886,  as  follows  : 

"As  Adjutant-General  of  Rhode  Island  for  many  years,  in- 
cluding the  period  of  the  civil  war,  when  he  received  the  high  ap- 
probation of  the  Department  of  War  for  his  administration  of 
affairs,  to  the  time  of  his  voluntary  retirement,  when  the  General 
Assembly  tendered  him  their  tlianks  for  liis  efficient  services, 
his  record  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  his  native  State." 

General  Mauran,  was,  it  must  be  inferred,  an  admirer  of  art, 
and  greatly  enjoyed  the  Art  Galleries  of  Europe,  in  which 
doubtless  he  spent  much  time  in  his  later  years.  It  was  a 
pleasure  to  listen  to  his  descriptions  and  criticisms  of  various 
masterpieces  of  art  found  in  different  quarters  of  the  globe. 

He  was  also  a  close  observer  of  the  manners  and  customs  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  forms  of  government  under  which  they 
lived.  His  mind  was  stored  with  varied  information  which  he 
cheerfully  imparted  to  those  of  similar  tastes  with  himself. 

General  Mauran's  conversational  powers  were  remarkable,  and 
with  his  ample  fund  of  curious  and  no^el  knowledge  he  could 
hardly  fail  to  make  his  society  interesting  and  agreeable.  He 
had  the  courage  of  his  convictions,  always  daring  to  do  what 
he  thouo-ht  rioht  without  fear  or  favor. 

The  crowning  act  of  his  life  was  when  in  an  humble,  peni- 
tent and  obedient  spirit  he  united  with  the  church  of  Christ  ami 
found  that  peace  which  the  world  cannot  give  nor  take  away. 

General   Mauran    became  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1878. 

William  Jones  Miller,  died  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  -January 
29th,  1886,  aged  68  years  and  ten  days.  He  was  the  son  of 
James,  and  Rebecca,  (Smith,    Monro,)    Miller,  and   was  born 
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in  Bristol,  1^!1JS,  Januarv  IKtii.  His  ancestors  tor  nianv  vears 
previously,  in  both  the  paternal  and  the  maternal  line,  lived  and 
died  in  Bristol  County.  Ainonii-  them  was  Kiehard  Smith,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  and  its  first  town  ("lerk  (  1().S4). 
His  grandfather.  Nelson  Miller,  enlisted  early  in  tlu'  war  of  the 
Revolution,  and  served  eontinuonsly  until  the  capture  ot  ( 'orn- 
wallis  at  Yorktown. 

Mr.  Miller  received  his  education  in  the  connnon  schools  of 
liristol,  and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  entered  the  oflHce  ot  the 
Bristol  Gazette,  afterwards  the  Phcnix.  then  piil)lislic<l  l»v  the 
late  Wm.  H.  S.  Bayley,  as  an  aj)prentici'  at  tiie  })rinting  l)iisi- 
ness.  As  a  boy  he  had  been  noted  for  his  (piiet  habits  and 
love  of  reading.  This  probably  led  him  to  the  printing-office. 
At  the  close  of  his  apj)renticeship  in  188(1  he  went  to  Providence 
and  was  employed  as  a  compositor  in  the  office  of  the  .Journal, 
and  soon  became  foreman  of  the  printing  department.  He  re- 
mained there  until  1842.  when  he  warndy  espoused  tlu-  cause  of 
the  Free  Suffrage  party  under  the  leadership  of  Thomas  ^^' . 
Dorr,  antl  with  others  established  a  j)a|)er  called  the  Express  and 
New  Age,  the  ex[)onent  of  that  paity.  In  1^4;')  he  l)egan  the 
publication  of  the  Providence  Gazette  and  Chronicle,  edited  by 
the  late  Joseph  M.  Church,  and  continued  in  this  work  until 
IS4.">,  w  hen  he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk,  Collector  ot  the 
Customs  for  the  District  of  Bristol  and  ^^^lrren.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  office,  in  comj)any  with  the  late  Col.  WCIcome 
B.  Sayles,  he  established  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Post,  and  sub- 
sequentlv  in  e(»nnexi()n  with  Mr.  William  Simons  the\  jiui'i-hased 
the  Republican  Herald.  \\  ith  this  paper  Mr.  Miller  was  ac- 
tively connected  imtil  the  l)reaking  out  of  the  civil  war  in  l-Sdl. 
and  a  frerjuent  contributor  to  its  cobmms  afterwards.  in  IN.").*) 
and  18()8  he  was  chosen  first  Clerk  of  the  House  of  iJepi-esen- 
tatives.  In  18.t(),  18()4,  and  1872  he  was  one  of  the  delegates 
from  this  State  to  the  National  Democratic  Con\<'ntion  for  the 
nomination  of  a  candidate  to  the  Presideiiey  ot"  the  I'uited  Stall's, 
and    for  a  numberof  veai'<  was  the   Dennieratie  nominee  toi-  the 
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office  of  Secretary  of  State  of  Rhode  Island.  In  1859,  1870  and 
1871,  lie  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Town  Council  of  Bristol, 
and  during  the  two  latter  years  served  as  president  of  that  body. 
In  1873  and  1874,  he  was  elected  by  a  constituency  largely  Re- 
publican, a  member  of  the  General  Assembly.  Between  1866 
and  1884,  he  served  seventeen  years  actively  and  efficiently  upon 
the  School  Committee  of  Bristol.  He  was  Superintendent  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Bristol  Gas  Light  Co.,  and  of  the  AV^illimantic 
Gas  Light  Co.,  and  Superintendent  of  the  Bristol  and  Warren 
Water  Co.,  from  the  first  organization  of  each  up  to  the  time  of 
his  death  ;  his  service  in  the  first-named  Company  covering  a  pe- 
riod of  twenty-eight  years.  For  twenty-five  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  First  Congregational  Church  of  Bristol,  during  seven 
of  which  he  was  President  of  the  Society.  For  the  last  twelve 
years  of  his  life  (from  1873)  he  was  a  member  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Historical  Society,  in  whose  progress  and  success  he  felt  a 
deep  interest ;  and  it  was  mainly  through  his  active  exertions, 
that  in  August,  1875,  the  Society  celebrated  the  two  hundredth 
anniversary  of  the  death  of  King  Philip  by  appropriate  commem- 
orative exercises,  and  by  placing  a  massive  boulder,  suitably 
inscribed,  near  the  spot  upon  Mount  Hope,  where  Philip  fell. 

From  his  boyhood  ^Ir.  ^filler  was  very  fond  of  liistory  and 
biography,  especially  of  all  that  related  to  the  first  settlement 
and  the  first  settlers  of  his  native  town,  and  of  Plymouth  Col- 
ony, and  of  the  aboriginal  tribes  that  dwelt  in  that  Colony,  and 
in  Rhode  Island,  befoi'e  and  at  the  coming  of  the  Pilgrims.  He 
even  extended  his  in(piiries  to  the  traditional  voyages  of  the 
Novthmen  to  the  shores  of  Narragansett  Bay.  For  many  years, 
every  hour  that  could  be  spared  from  private  business  or  public 
duties,  he  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  these  subjects.  This 
study  seemed  to  be  one  of  the  chief  pleasures  of  his  maturer  life. 
Some  of  the  results  he  has  given  to  the  public  in  three  papers 
read  before  this  Society  in  1874,  1875  and  1876,  and  afterwards 
in  1880,  pubHshed  in  bt>ok  form,  under  the  title  [2d  ed.,  1885] 
'■^King  Philip  and  the  Wampanoags   of  Rhode  Island"  etc. 


XECUdLOCV 


Xcct'ssarily  in  the  main,  a  compilation  ot"  (.-aih  i( cords  and  oi 
earlier  traditions,  this  work  still  exhibits  '^wM  indnstrv  and  ex- 
haiistiveness  of  research  in  a  scholarly  style,  and  hy  hriniiin^' 
too;ethcr  in  a  eonipaet  form  and  in  a  chronolooical  order  these 
scattered  ri'cords  and  traditions,  serves  a  most  valnahle  pnrjxtsc 
in  |)resenting"  all  that  is  known  of  a  trihe  said  at  one  time  to 
nnmber  three  thousand  warriors,  and  whose  domain  extended 
frt)m  the  Narragansett  on  the  west  to  the  sea  upon  the  south  and 
east,  embracing  all  of  the  territory,  including  the  great  islands 
"Xantuekett,  and  Nope,"  now  Martha's  N'ineyard,  co\-er«'d  by 
the  New  Plymouth  Patent. 

This  simple  record  of  Mi-.  Miller's  life  is  his   best  encomium. 

It  is  believed  that  every  trust,  whether  |tri\ate  or  public, 
conmiitted  to  him,  was  executed  with  entire  fidelity,  so  as  to 
command  the  contidenee  of  those  who  employed  him  and  win 
the  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

Mr.  Miller  was  an  affectionate  husband,  an  indidgent  father, 
a  good  citizen;  frank  but  always  courteous  :  of  marked  hos|>i- 
talitv,  and  a  consistent  Christian. 

He  was  twice  married  :  first,  to  Lydia  Mason,  daughter  of 
Luther  Bushee  of  Providence  ;  the  second  time  to  Abby  F., 
tlauirhter  of  Hiram  Luther  of  liristol,  who  with  two  sons  sur- 
vives  him. 

Sajiuei.  Hazard  Wales,  son  of  Atherton  and  Llizaiieth 
(Hazard)  Wales,  was  born  in  Portsmouth,  K.  L,  March  I'.'tli. 
1810.  He  was  a  lineal  descendant  of  Nathaniel  Wales,  ship- 
wright, who  came  to  this  country  from  Dorchester,  England,  in 
the  same  ship  with  the  Kev.  Richard  Mather  in  IbH;'),  and  in 
1054  settled  in  Boston. 

As  a  boy  he  worked  on  his  brother's  farm,  and  at  sixteen 
years  of  age  was  apprenticed  to  George  S.  Tompkins  to  learn  the 
clock  and  watch  making  business,  which  he  followed  the  larger 
part  of  his  life, —  for  a  long  time  having  a  shop  in  the  old 
"Coffee  House,"  on    Market   Scpiarc   and  afterwards  on    West- 
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minster  Street.  In  1875  lie  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  License  Commissioners  and  held  that  office  during  the  remain- 
der of  his  life. 

Mr.  Wales  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Company  of 
Volunteers  which  quelled  the  Olney  Street  riot  in  1881,  and  was 
elected  lieutenant-colonel  of  that  Company  in  1833.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1868,  he  was  elected  President  of  tlie  Franklin  Lyceum, 
and  in  1881  President  of  the  Horticultural  Society.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Rhode  Island  Veteran  Citizens'  Association. 

As  a  staunch  Democrat  Mr.  Wales  was  well-known  in  Rhode 
Island,  especially  in  connection  with  the  stirring  times  of  1841 
and  1842,  when  he  was  an  ardent  supporter  of  Thomas  W. 
Dorr  for  Governor,  and  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  'People's 
Constitution'  as  brought  forward  by  the  Free  Suffrage  Party, 
though  he  could  not  aj)prove  of  the  resort  to  violent  measures. 

Mr.  Wales  died  suddenly  in  Pawtuxet,  R.  I.,  .June  23,  1886. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1831,  he  married  Fsther  H.  Hatha- 
way, of  Freetown,  Mass.,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children — two 
sons  and  six  daughters. 

He  was  elected  a  member  of  this  Society  in  1874. 


nOXATIOXS    FUOM    INSTITUTIONS    AND    COUrOHATIONS. 
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FH(1M   WHICH  GIFTS  HAVE  HEEN   RECEIVED. 


American  Antiquarian  Society  .Worcester, Mass. 
American  Congregational  Association,  Boston, 

Mass. 
American  Philosophical  Society,  Philadel'a,  Pa. 
Bartholdi     Stati-e,  Committee  of,    New   York 

City. 

Boston  Associated  Chanties,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  City  Messenger,  Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  and  Providence  Railroad  Corporation, 
Boston,  Mass. 

Boston  Public  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Bostonian  Society,  Boston,  Mass. 

Brooklyn  Library,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Brooklyn  New  England  Society,  Brooklyn, 
N.  V. 

Brown  L'niversity,  Providence. 

BiiflTalo  Historical  Society,  Buffalo,  N.  V. 

Bureau  of  Education,  Washington. 

California  L'niversity,  Berkeley,  Cal. 

Canadian  Institute,  Toronto,  Canada. 

Chicago  Historical  Society,  Chicago,  HI. 

Chief  i)f  Engineers,  Washington. 

Chief  Signal  Office,  Washington. 

Cleveland  Journal  of  Science  and  .\rt,  Cleve- 
land, O. 

Commissioner  of  Education,  Washington. 

Copenhagen  Royal  Society  of  Northern  Anti- 
quities, Copenhagen,  Denmark. 

Davenport  .Academy  of  Natural  Science,  Dav- 
enport, la. 

Delaware  Historical  Society,  Wilmington,  Del. 

Department  of  the  Interior,  Washington. 

Department  of  War,  Washington. 

Essex  Institute,  Salem,  Mass. 

Georgia  Historical  Society,  Savannah,  Ga. 

Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Huguenot  Society  of  America,  New  York  City. 

Indiana  Historical  Society,  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Iowa  Historical  Society,  Iowa  City,  la. 

Iowa  State  Historical  Society,  Des  Moines,  la. 

Irish  Benevolent  Society  Catholic  Union,  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa 

Johns  Hopkins  University,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Kansas  State  Historical  Society  ,Topeka,  Ks. 

London  Royal  Historical  Society,  London, Eng. 

Lowell  ()\d  Re/idcnts  Historical  Association, 
Lowell,  M,ass. 

Massachusetts  Board  of  Railroad  Commissin'rs. 

Massachusetts  Historical  .Society,  Boston, Mass. 

Massachusetts  State  Library,  Boston,  Mass. 

Manufacturers  of  Jewelry,  Providence. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Michigan  State  Library,  Lansing,  Mich. 


New  England  Historic  Genealogical  Sociery, 
Boston,  Mass. 

New  York  Central  Park  Meteorological  Obser- 
vatory, New  York  City. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  New  York  City. 

New  York  Mercantile  Library  Association, New 
York  City. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Newark,   N.  J. 

Newport  Historical  Society,  Newport. 

Old  Colony  Historical  Society,  Taunton,  Mass. 

Oneida  Historical  Society,  L  tica,  N.  Y. 

Providence  Art  Club,  Providence. 

Providence  ."^thenaium.  Providence. 

Providence,  City  of 

Providence  Mechanics  A.ssociation,  Providence. 

Providence  Public  Library,  Providence. 

Providence  &  Worcester  Railroad,  Providence. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Societ)',  Phila'io,  Pa. 

Redwood  Library,  Newport. 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  State  Charities,  Provi- 
dence. 

Rhode  Island  Hospital,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island  Peace  Society,  Providence. 

Rhode  Island,  State  of. 

Sampson,  Murdock  &  Co.,  Providence. 

Science,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Washington. 

Soldiers  and  Sailors  Historical  Society,  Provi- 
dence. 

St.  John's  Lodge  of  F.  &  A.  Masons,  Provi- 
dence. 

Swedish  Society  of  Antiquities,  Kristiania, 
Sweden. 

Tennessee  Historical  Society,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Travellers'  Insurance  Co.,  Hartford,  Conn. 

Union  for  Christian  Work,  Providence. 

United  .States  Civil  Service  Commission, 
Washington. 

United  States  Department  of  the  Interior. 

United  States  Department  of  War. 

United  States  Geological  Survey. 

LTnited  States  Treasury  Department. 

Virginia  Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Va. 

Washington  .Anthropological  Society,  Wash- 
ington. 

Western  Reserve  Historical  Society,  Cleve- 
land, O^ 

Wisconsin   State  Historical  Society,  M.idison, 

Wis. 

Woman's  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Worcester    Society   of  Antiquity,     Worcester, 

Mass. 
Vale  University,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
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Aborn,  Charles  B.,  New  York. 
Addeman,  Joshua  M.,  Providence. 
Aldrich,  Nelson  W.,  Providence. 
Allen,  S.  H.,  Wakefield. 
Amory,  Thomas  C,  Boston,  Mass, 
Andrews,  Byron,  Providence. 
Andrews,  Rev.  I.  W.,  Marietta,  Ohio. 
Arnold,  James  N.,  Hamilton. 
Bagnall,  R.  W.,  Providence. 
Ballon,  Mrs.  Sullivan. 
Bartlett,  John  R.,    Providence. 
Bassett,  William,  Berlin,  Mass. 
Beckwith,  Henry  T.,  Providence. 
Blanding,  William  B.,  Providence. 
Blake,  Francis  E.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bliss,  George  N.,  East  Providence. 
Bodge,  Rev.  George  M.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Bradlee,  Rev.  C.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Brewer,  Thomas,  London,  Eng. 
Brewster,  Mrs.  M.  M.,  Providence. 
Brinton,  Dr.  Daniel  G.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Brown,  John  Nicholas,  Providence. 
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Freeman,  Edward  L.,  Central  Falls. 

Frieze,  Henry  Simmons,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

Frost,  Walter  B.,  Providence. 

Gammell,  Asa  M.,  Providence. 
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Green,  Arnold,  Providence. 

Greene,  Dr.  Samuel  A.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Gregory,  Harry,  Providence. 
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Peckham,  Samuel  W.,  Providence. 

Peete,  Rev.  Stephen  D.,  Clinton,  Wis. 
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Trumbull,  J.  Hammond,  Hartford,  Conn. 
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1883.  Brown,  D.  Russell 
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1878.  Bull,  Samuel  T. 
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1873.  Carpenter,  Charles  E. 

1874.  Carpenter,  Francis  W. 
ISSO.  Carpenter  George  M. 
1874.  Caswell,  Edward  T.* 
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1879.  Chace,  Lewis  J. 
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1868.  Chace,  Thomas  W. 
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1873.  Claflin,  George  L.* 

1878.  Clark,  Thomas  M. 
1880.  Clarke,  E.  Webster 
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1877.  Codman,  Arthur  Amory 
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1877.  Cranston,  George  K. 

1881.  Cranston,  James  E. 
1883.  Cross,  Samuel  H. 
1876.  Cushman,  Henry  I. 
1886.  Dart,  Edward  M. 
1881.  Day,  Daniel 
1874.  Day,  Daniel  E. 
1871.  Dean,  Sidney 
1881.  DeWolf,  John  J. 
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188C.  Dews,  Joseph 

1881.  Dixon,  Nathan  F. 
1877.  Doringh,  Charles  H.  K. 
1877.  Dorrance,  Samuel  R. 

1882.  Douglas,  William  W. 
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1877.  Durfee,  Charles  S. 
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188G.  Earle,  Charles  R. 
185G.  Ely,  James  W.  C. 
1862.  Ely,  William  D. 
1858.  Everett,  Richmond  P. 

1874.  Kairhrother,  Henry  L.* 

1876.  Fay,  Henry  H. 

1882.  Fisher,  Addison  Q. 

1878.  Fisher,  Charles  H. 
1885.  Fitzgerald,  O.  Edward 
ISSl.  Foster,  William  E. 
1887.  Cammell,  Arthur  Amory* 
1855.  Gammell,  Asa  Messer 

1875.  Gammell,  Robert  Ives 
1844.  Gammell,  William 

1884.  Gammell,  William,  Jr. 
1875.  Gardner,  Henry  W. 

1885.  George,  Charles  H. 

1880.  Goddard,  Francis  W. 

1881.  Goddard,  Moses  B.  1. 

1850.  Goddard,  William 

1883.  Goodwin,  Daniel 

1875.  (Jrant,  Henry  T. 

1881.  Greene,  Daniel  H.* 

1878.  Greene,  Edward  A. 

1876.  Greene,  Henry  I,. 

1877.  Greene,  W.  Maxwell 

1879.  Greer,  David  H. 
1883.  (Jregory,  Harry 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William 
1872.  Grosvenor,  William,  Jr. 
1887.  Guild,  Reuben  A. 

1882.  Hall,  Jennison  C. 
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1878.  Hall,  Robert 

1879.  Hammond,  B.  B.* 

1878.  Harkness,  Albert 
1874.  Harrington,  Henry  .\. 

1884.  Harris,  William  A. 
1883.  Harson,  M.  Joseph 
1871.  Hazard,  Rowland 

1881.  Hersey,  George  D. 
1873.  Hidden,  Henry  A. 

1873.  Hidden,  James  C. 

1874.  Hill,  Thomas  J. 
1874.  Holbrook,  All)ert 
1874.  Hopkins,  William  H. 
1887.  Hopkins,  William  H.,  2d. 

1871.  Hoppin,  Frederic  S. 

1880.  Hoppin,  William  W. 

1885.  Horton,  Henry  A. 
1843.  Howland,  John  A. 
1.S85.  Howland,  Richard  S. 

1882.  Hoyt,  Daviil  W. 

1882.  Jackson,  W.  F.  B. 
18G7.  Jencks,  Albert  V. 

1881.  Johnson,  Joseph  C. 
1885.  Johnson,  Oliver 
1874.  Johnson,  William  S. 
1880.  Jones,  Augustine 

1883.  Kendall,  Hiram 
1M80.  Kenyon,  James  S. 
l!S7G.  Kimball,  James  M. 

1884.  King,  W.  Dehon 

1885.  King,  (ieorge  G. 
18>s5.  King,  LeRoy 
1883.  Klapp,  Lyman 
1M79.  Knight,  Edward  B. 
1883.  Ladd,  Herbert  W. 
1885.  l,amb,  Estus* 

1879.  Lincoln,  John  L. 
IS80.  Lippitt,  Christopher 
1878.  Lippitt,  Charles  Warren 

1872.  Lippitt,  Henry 
18M1.  Littlelield,  Alfred  H. 

1873.  Lyman,  Daniel  W.* 
188G.  .Marcy,  Frederic  I. 


8G 


RHODE    ISLAND    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 


ELECTED. 

1877.  Mason,  Earl  Philip 

1877.  Mason,  Eugene  W. 

1877.  Mason,  George  C. 

1884.  Mason,  George  C.,  Jr. 
1881.  Mason,  John  H. 

1878.  Mauran,  Edward  C* 

1878.  Mauran,  James  E. 
1883.  Meader,  Lewis  H. 

1876.  Metcalf,  Henry  B.,  Paw'kt. 

1875.  Miller,  Augustus  S. 

1873.  Miller,  William  J.* 

1881.  Miner,  Francis  W. 
1886.  Monro,  H.  Usher 

1876.  Moulton,  Sullivan 

1886.  Mowry,Raymond  G. 

1874.  Mowry,  William  G.  R. 

1877.  Munro,  Bennett  J. 

1882.  Munroe,  Oliver  B. 
1880.  Nichols,  Amos  G. 

1876.  Nickerson,  Edward  I. 
1874.  Nightingale,  George  C,  Jr. 

1887.  Norris,  Samuel,  Jr. 
1880.  Noyes,  Samuel  M. 

1879.  Olney,  George  H. 

1883.  Olney,  James  H. 
1862.  Ormsbee,  John  Spurr 

1878.  Owen,  Smith 

1870.  Pabodie,  Benjamin  F. 

1874.  Paige,  Charles  F. 

1885.  Page,  Charles  IL 

1883.  Parkhurst,  Charles  H. 
1847.  Parsons,  Charles  W. 

1875.  Parsons,  Henry  L. 

1877.  Pearce,  Edward  D. 

1884.  Peck,  Ira  B. 
1887.  Peck,  Walter  A. 
1887.  Peckham,  Stephen  F. 
1849.  Peckham,  Samuel  W. 
1875.  Pegram,  John  C. 
1858.  Perry,  Amos 

1880.  Perry,  Marsden  J. 
1874.  Persons,  Benjamin  W. 
1873.  Phillips,  Theodore  W. 

♦Deceased 


ELECTED. 

1878.  Porter,  Emory  H. 
1887.  Preston,  Howard  W. 
1885.  Reid,  James  A. 
1877.  Richmond,  Walter 
1881.  Roelker,  William  G. 
1866.  Rogers,  Horatio 
1885.  Root,  James  P. 
1856.  Sabin,  Charles 

1877.  Seabury,  Frederick  N. 

1877.  Seagrave,  Caleb 

1874.  Shedd,  J.  Herbert 

1881.  Sheffield,  William  P.,  Jr. 
1885.  Sheldon,  Nicholas 

1879.  Shepley,  George  L. 

1877.  Slater  Horatio  N.,  Jr. 
1883.  Slater,  John  W. 
1883.  Slicer,  Thomas  R. 

1882.  Smith,  Charles  H. 

1875.  Smith,  Edwin  A. 
1869.  Southwick,  Isaac  H. 

1885.  Southwick,  Isaac  H.,  Jr. 
1874.  Spencer,  Gideon  L. 

1876.  Spencer,  Joel  M. 

1880.  Spicer,  William  A. 

1881.  Spooner,  Henry  J. 
1869.  Staples,  William 
1868.  Steere,  Henry  J. 
1879.  Stiness,  John  H. 
1881.  Stone,  Alfred 

1883.  Stone,  Waterman 

1886.  Sturges,  Howard  O. 
1856.  Taft,  Royal  C. 
1883.  Talbot,  Frederick 

1874.  Taylor,  Charles  F. 
1881.  Thomas,  Charles  L. 

1873.  Thurston,  Benjamin  F. 
1881.  Tilley,  R.  Hammett 

1878.  Tillinghast,  James 

1875.  Trippe,  Samuel  G. 
1885.  Tucker,  William  A. 

1874.  Turner,  Henry  E. 
1885.  Updike,  D.  Berkeley 
1883.  Vernon,  Joseph  Peace 
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1884. 
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1881. 

1861. 

Waterman,  Rufus 

1886. 

1868. 
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1885. 

1868. 
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1K86. 

1884. 

White,  Stillman 

1887. 

1874. 

Whitford,  George  W. 

1876. 

1884. 

Wightman,  Augustus  A. 
'Deceased. 

1885. 

Wilbour,  Joshua 
Williams,  Alfred  M. 
Williams,  Zephaniah 
Wilson,  p:ilery  11. 
Winsor,  Richard  R. 
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Foini   Fou    A    Dkvisk   of    Land. 


I  jLi'iM'  iind  (Icxisc  to  tlu'  Ivliodc  Islaiul  llistinical  Society,  a 
(•oiporation  (Teatod  l)y  the  (ieneral  A.ssemhly  of  the  Stat«'  of 
llhode  Ishind,  &c.,  and  its  assigii.s,  [//ere  deftci'ibe  the  land  to 
hp  devised.^ 


F()i;m   foi;  a   Bequkst. 


I  <^i\i'  and  l)e()Ueath  to  the  Khode  Island  Historical  Society, 
a  corporation  created  hy  the  (icneral  Assembly  of  the  State  of" 
Khode  Island,  &c.,  \^here  state  the  sum  oj'  inot/ri/,  or  descrihc 
I hf  personal  property  to  he  hetpieathed.^ 
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